
Excerpts from pamphlets, statements, and 
information presented by the Bahd' i Inter
national Community to the United Nations 
during 1973 and 1974 as a contribution to 
the work of that world organization. 

Cooperation of the 
Baha'i International 
Community with the 
United Nations in the 
field of human rights 

For over one hundred years Baha' fs have 
striven for the elimination of all prejudice 
and djsc·riminatio'n and have sought to 
bring about the unity of mankind, world 
peace, and world order. 

As part of this commitment the Baha'i 
International Community, in its consulta
tive status with the U nited Nations 
Economic and Social Council and its af
filiation with the Office of Public Informa
tion, has cooperated wholeheartedly with 
the United Nations programs in the field of 
human rights. The Baha'i world commun
ity has promoted awareness and under
standing of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and of the numerous in
struments which the United Nations has 
brought into existence for the protection of 
the rights of all peoples·. 
· Annua l worldwide observances of 

Human Rights Day; human rights confer
ences , seminars , and awards; programs 
and publications for special anniversaries 
of the Universal Decl<\fation of Human 
Rights - all are expressions of Baha'i 
cooperation . In addition the Baha'i Inter
national Community works closely with 
the UN Commission on Human Rights and 
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of 
Minorities and has taken part in varied 
United Nations seminars on human rights. 

(From "Divine Law: Source of Human Rights-A 
Baha' i View ," a pamphlet-statement prepared by the 
Baha' i International Community in observance of the 
25th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights , December 10, 1973 .) 
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On a new standard of 
justice 

The cornerstone of human rights - jus
tice - is a central concern of the Baha'i 
Faith . Baha' I communities around the 
world live by the conviction that justice is 
the expression of love and unity in the life 
of soc iety; and Baha'fs have accepted 
Baha'u'llah, the Prophet-Founder of their 
faith, as the standard of justice for our age 
and the source of divine law . 

A new world could only be built, 
Baha'u'llah taught, by a new race of men 
and women; a world order and a world 
civilization could only be established by 
people whose actions reflected values of 
love, unity , and justice that applied 
equally to all races , creeds, nationalities , 
and classes. 

The world is ready for this new oneness 
- for the obligations and rights that will 
make it possible; and Baha'u'llcih has pro
vided the source of power for this total and 
lasting unity of all peoples on earth. 

Although humanity is only beginning its 
planetary stage of evolution, Baha'i com
munities can today be found in 335 coun
tries and significant territories - 141 of 
which are independent nations. More than 
1,600 tribes and ethnic groups are rep
resented in such communities. In this unity 
in diversity the Baha' I world already offers 
evidence of the change that is taking place 
in human beings who find their standards 
for obligation and rights in the Baha' I writ- ~ 

ings and laws. ~ 

(From " Divine Law: Source of Human Rights- A ~ .----,----.,........._,....:::--:,--,.-
Baha' i View.") .~ 
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I 
Patterns 
for 
justice 

On the elimination of 
the crime of genocide 

It is the conviction of the Baha' I Interna
tional Community that national and inter
national laws and conventions are indeed 
essential and necessary for the protection 
of the world community, and that the im
plementation of these intruments has acer
tain effect on the actions of men and na
tions. However, ifthe crime of genocide is 
to be eliminated entirely as a threat to 
mankind' s peace and security - and the 
diversity of humanity is to be protected and 
preserved - then a more fundamental 
change is required in the attitudes, feelings 
and understanding of the divers peoples of 
the world toward each other, so that differ
ences of race, religion and nationality will 
cease to cause separation, and a climate of 
loving friendship and fellowship can be 
established. 

In the view of the Baha' I International 
Community , this universal change in 
human behavior involves the control of the 
physical or material side of human beings 
(characterized by the desire for self gratifi
cation) by the higher or spiritual nature of 
man, which, when properly nurtured and 
educated, is capable of developing qual-

-~ ities of compassion, understanding, jus
~ tice , fair-mindedness, ki11dness, courtesy, 
] etc., and has the potential for self-sacrifice 
:3 in the interest of all mankind. When indi~· 
s victual human beings come to understand 
:§ 

that this power of spiritual growth is an J endowment given to every member of the 
human race and that they are called upon to 
respond to a divine summons to train this 

i! aspect of the self, a consciousness of one
~ ness will supersede the emphasis formerly 
" placed on differences of race, religion and 
~ nationality which have so long divided 
·~ mankind. Under the guidance of divine 
~ 
] teachings, which reestablish and expand 
:3 the truth of past religious experiences to 
~ · the present needs of humanity, mankind 
8 - which has already traversed the stages 
§ of family unity, tribal solidarity, unity of 
~ _ _________________ __, "- the city-state and, more recently, national 

unity- will enter a new phase, the culmi
nation of its development on the planet, in 
which the oneness and wholeness of the 
human race will be realized . 

It is a Baha' i belief that we are now 
engaged in the struggle to attain this new 
order which will free mankind from its 
present state of conflict and dissension in 
which prejudices of race, religion and na
tion play a major role, and usher in a new 
era of peace and human solidarity based on 
divine justice in which the rights and 
well-being of all members of the human 
race are protected. Baha'ls feel that the 
attainment of world unity is inevitable be
cause "man can withstand anything except 
that which is divinely intended and indi
cated for the age and its requirements." 
The vision of world unity which Baha'ls 
are striving to implement is based on the 
social and spiritual principles found in the 
Teachings of Baha'u' llah, Founder of the 
Baha' i Faith, Who over a hundred years 
ago revealed the spiritual laws which 
Baha'ls recognize as the foundation of a 
new era of pe ace and brotherhood 
prophesied and promised in all of the 
world's revealed religions. 

As may be seen, the Baha' i Interna
tional Community seeks to do its share in 
eliminating the crime of genocide by 
building communities which are based on 
the principles of the oneness of mankind, 
the oneness of religion, loyalty to govern
ment, the abolition of war and the creation 
of a world civilization. The gradual reali
zation of these principles throughout the 
planet, the Baha' i International Commun
ity maintains, will bring about the moral 
and spiritual transformation necessary for 
the full development of the earth's human 
and natural resources, when the "world 
will be seen as a new world , and all men 
will live as brothers." Only then , in the 
Baha' I view, will the world be finally freed 
from the crime of genocide as a threat to 
the survival of the human race. 

(From information submitted by the Baha' i Inter
national Community to a "Study on the Question of 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide," undertaken by the United Nations Sub
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities .) 
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On the rights of minorities 

The Baha'i International Community 
.. is multi-racial, multi-national , and 

multi -lingual. Over 1,600 tribes and ethnic 
groups, for instance , are included in the 
Baha' I world community .... Baha' Is re
gard all people as invaluable members of 
soc iety whose talents and unique contribu
tions, as individuals and/or groups -
whether in the minority or the majority -
are equally important factors in building a 
new world . 

in which all nations, races, creeds, and 
classes are closely and _permane ntly 
united, and in which the autonomy of its 
state members and the personal freedom 
and initiative of the individual s that 
compose them are definite ly and com
pletely safeguarded . 

The Baha' i teachings extol the unique
ness and variety of race, culture, and lan
guage that exists in the family of man and 
regard this divers ity as its manifes t beauty 
- not unlike a flower ga rden where, 
though a ll a re flowers, the individual 
characteristics of shape and color combine 
to produce harmony and beauty .... 
Baha'ls regard their individual culture , 
heritage , and mother-tongue with pride 
and admiration, but at the same time are 
consc ious of their existence in a pluralistic 
and diversified world in which other peo
ples, cultures, languages and heri tages 
coex ist. 

(From a statement presented by the Baha' i Interna
tional Community to the United Nations Seminar on 
" The Promotion and Protection of Human Rights of 
Nat ion al, Ethn ic and Other Minorities ," Ohrid , 
Yugos lavia, June 25-July 25 , 1974) 

Since the Baha'i world community has 
brought together most of the minority ele
ments which are to be found today , such as 
those of race , nationality, religion, and 
class, some observations on the attitudes 
and practices ex isting within this commun
ity are, we fee l, appropriate .... 

It is the att itude of Baha' fs that religion 
is intended to bring harmony and unity 
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among people and that religious prejudice, 
along with economic and national pre
judices, have been the cause of war and 
strife , destroying the structure of world 
order. Baha' ls are admonished to associate 
with all people in a spirit of love and fel
lowship , are warned that religion must not 
become the ca use of dissension . 
Baha' u' llah , the Prophet-Founder of the 
Baha' I Faith , forbids His followers even to 
argue about religion , placing emphasis on 
the acquisition of virtuous deeds and the 
use of a " kindly tongue" in attracting peo
ple to the true religious spirit which has 
heen expressed by the fo unders of all the 
religions of the world. In regard to reli
gion, Baha'ls themselves do not proselytize 
and they offer no special inducements, 
such as material rewards, in order to attract 
people to the ir Faith. They observe the 
principle of the right and responsibility of 
each person to an unfettered search for 
truth , membership being granted only as 
the indiv idual atta ins convic tion and 
makes personal declaration of his faith. 

Differences in national background do 
not become in the Baha'i community a 
source of antagon ism or separation. Loy
alty to family, tribe and nation is recog
nized as important, but does not become 
an obstacle to an all egiance to the whole of 
mankind . World c iti zenship is natural to 
Baha' ls , and is possible within the Baha'i 
community itself because of the dedicati on 
of its members to the principle that human
ity is an organic whole - that all parts are 
essential and play a vital role in enriching 
the beauty of the whole. The concept of the 
progressive na ture of religion and the 
gradual unfo ldment of a divine plan 
destined to bring about a world common
wealth and wo rld c ivili zation enables 
Baha' ls to strive to aboli sh prejudices in 
the mselves and in their communities 
w hich might th reate n or delay th e 
achievement of this goal. 

Although there is a great cultural diver
sity in Baha' i comm unities, the commit
ment of Baha' Is to" unity in diversity" and 
the education which Baha'ls experience in 
close assoc iation with each other in the 
Baha' i administrative order - where thi s 
diversi ty is always present - lead to an 
appreciation for the con tributions which 
the variety of backgrounds can make , and 
which strengthen and enhance the beauty 
of the whole community. 

A few quotations from the Baha' i Writ
ings will serve to illustrate the Baha' i view 
on racial minorities: 

Close your eyes to racial differences , 

and welcome all with the light of one
ness. 

God is no respecter of persons on ac
count of either color or race. All colors 
are acceptable to Him , be they white, 
black or yellow. 
Color is not important: the heart is all
important. 

To discriminate against any race, on the 
ground of its being socially ~ackward , 

political ly immature, and numerically 
in a minority , is a flagrant violation of 
the spirit that animates the Faith of 
Baha' u' ll ah . 

Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the Baha'i 
Faith, has written quite explicitly on the 
rel ationship of minorities within the 
Baha' I community . He urged that 

every organized community , enlisted 
under the banner of Baha' u' llili , should 
fee l it to be its first and inescapable 
obligation to nurture. encourage, and 
safeguard every minority belong ing to 
any fa ith , race, class, or nation within 
it. 

As people having a common language 
also often see themselves as belonging to a 
separate group, and the Sub-Commission 
is concerned with the problems o'linguis
tic minorities, the point should be made 
that the Baha' i teachings emphas ize the 
importance of a universal , auxiliary lan
guage to be learned in addition to one's 
mother tongue in order to promote under
standing and harmony among people. Al
though Baha'ls do not promote any one 
universal language , they teach this princi
ple, and in the future expect to see it 
reali zed. 

In the Baha' I view , the entire question of 
minorities is one of gradually approach ing 
the consciousness of world unity. It in
volves a spiritual awakening of the peoples 
of the world to the realization that, first of 
all , the attainment of even their own hap
piness is dependent upon the reali zation of 
a like condition for all others in the human 
family. Beyond this change in att itude, 
and fund amentally underlying it, there 
must be a conscious recognition of our 
human dependence upon one God and a 
des ire to become educated to values and 
teachings which today can alone rescue 
man from his pursuit of selfi sh interests 
and the oppress ion of hi s fellow man . 

Limited unity, such as that of lineage, of 
color, of language , of parti san political 
factio ns, and of national ity, can have no 
universal outcome in an age which de
mands the solving of human problems on a 
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I global scale. The Baha'i world commun
ity, oriented to new standards of life in 
every aspect, is attempting to put into prac
tice the Teachings and Principles of 
Baha'u'llah, which it recognizes as the 
source of spiritual education for humanity 
and the guidance for the well-being and 
happiness of all members of the human 
race . 

From infonnation submitted by the Baha'i Interna
tional Community to a " Study on the Rights of Per
sons Belong ing to Ethnic, Re ligious and Linguistic 
Minorities," undertaken be the United Nations 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities .) 

On the rights of 
indigenous populations 

Fundamental policy 
Indigenous people in many ·countries 

and territories have become a part of the 
Baha' I community, sometimes in great 
numbers . Their attraction to the Baha' i 
Faith and its teachings would indicate , in 
itself, their desire to enter the mainstream 
of life in association with people of very 
different backgrounds .... Because of the 
Baha' i belief in the unity of mankind , all 
people are recognized as valued members 
of society and play an equally important 
part in building world order. The talents 
and unique contribution of every indi
vidual and group is welcomed . . .. Our 
experience in making contact with indi
genous people has confirmed the fact that 
they are often, as a group, quite cut off 
from the non-indigenous population . In 
many countries physical obstacles such as 
lack of roads and means of transportation 
as well as poor climatic conditions make 
access to indigenous people difficult. Be
cause of their belief in the organic unity of 
mankind and that all members of the 
human family have the right to learn of 
their Faith , and to become, if they so 
choose, a part of this world community, 
Baha'is make every effort possible to over
come the difficulties that stand in the way 
of contact with all people. The welcome 
given and warm response of the indigen
ous people in many places has confirmed 
the fact that they are desirous of close 

association with others who accept and 
express loving concern for them. 

Education 
Baha'ls believe that the recognition that 

all people have an important contribution 
to make and that men must be educated to 
the appreciation of the special and unique 
qualities of every human being in every 
group is vital if progress is to be made in 
this area [of education] . We also believe 
that the emphasis on the spiritual worth of 
the human being must become the founda
tion for the appreciation of the creative 
expression of each individual. In the 
Baha' I view, the lack of understanding of 
the nature of man, the spiritual goals of 
life, and the resulting concern only with 
material production has created in many 
people a sense of inequality . There is , at 
the same time, a lack ofappreciation of the 
contribution of indigenous and other di s
advantaged peoples in the world. The at
titudes taught in the Baha' I Faith correct 
the perspective on the nature of man and 
result in constructive understanding of the 
true value and worth of all human beings . 

The teachings of the Baha' i Faith, as 
they change the attitudes and beliefs of 
people create the desire for an understand
ing of the dominant culture of a country by 
indigenous peoples as well as an apprecia
tion by indigenous people of their own 
potentialities. Baha'ls, believing in all re
vealed religious truth of past ages as an 
unfoldment of one divine plan , have re
spect for the customs and traditions relat
ing to these religions and cultures. They 
desire to preserve the cultural elements 
that contribute to the well-being of man . 
An effort is made to acquaint people with 
their own history and its importance in the 
overall pattern of man's history on earth. 

Information on educational establish
ments and institutions 

In some countries where indigenous 
people have become Baha' Is and espe
cially in rural areas where an entire village 
or town may become Baha'i, schools have 
been established .... and literacy as well 
as more inclusive and general educational 
programs have been developed .... Baha'i 
schools in any area of the world are open to 
all, regardless of religious, racial or na
tional background, on a first-come, first
served basis. In some communities, the 
school would be the result not of plans 
formulated outside the local group, but the 
natural outcome of new attitudes toward 
learning and the desire to progress in all 
ways . Often these schools represent the 
cooperation of many Baha' Is representing 

both indigenous and non-indigenous peo
ples and include theontribution of peoples 
of totally unlike cultures. 

Language 
Baha'ls are translating , as quickly as 

possible , the Baha' I literature into the 
many languages. There are over 1,600 
tribes and ethnic groups represented in the 
Baha' i community, and Baha'i literature 
has already been translated into 571 differ
ent languages , many of which are lan
guages and dialects of indigenous people. 
One principle in the Baha'i teachings re
lates to the adoption of a universal aux
iliary language; that is, in the future , one 
language will be chosen by the peoples of 
the world and taught to all people as an 
auxiliary to their mother tongue in order to 
further promote unity and understanding. 

Culture and cultural, social and legal 
institutions 

There is no restriction on marriage in 
Baha'i communities between indigenous 
and non-indigenous people. Race, nation
ality, former religion, class , etc ., are not 
considered a basis for determining mar
riage, and " mixed" unions are considered 
natural. Prejudice against marriages be
tween indigenous and non-indigenous 
people or against their offspring is not ac
ceptable according to the Baha' i 
Teachings .. .. The education which 
Baha'is recognize as essential in the elimi
nation of prejudice is spiritual in nature ; 
for it is the recognition of divine law , and 
obedience to it , that gradually roots out 
prejudice in the human mind. 

Religious rights and practices 
Baha' ls are forbidden to proselytize , or 

to offer material reward , to induce people 
to change their religious belief. The prin
ciple of the independent search for truth
the fact that each man is responsible for his 
own choices in this regard - prevents the 
conversion of people against their own 
will. Baha'ls attempt to teach their Faith 
through deeds and words . If others are 
attracted and interested , Baha'is continue 
their efforts to teach . The principle of the 
oneness and unity of all revealed religions 
found in the Baha' i writings makes divi
siveness because of religion impossible, 
for it is the Baha'i belief that religion is 
intended to create unity and understanding 
between people. It is the lack of under
standing of this principle that has created 
division and intolerance and caused people 
to become alienated from each other. 

(From infonnation submitted by the Baha' i Inter
national Community for a " Study of the Problem of 
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Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations," 
undertaken by the United Nations Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 
Minorities.) 

On the rights of the 
family 

As to the role of the family in a rapidly 
changing world, we must realize that the 
great forces of change are impelling us 
towards a single world society; it is in this 
context that the importance of the family 
must be considered .... Among the rights 
of children, in addition to the admirable 
amenities provided by many countries ac
cording to their capacity , including normal 
education, we feel the most imperative is 
instruction in human and spiritual virtues, 
with realization of and respect for the la
tent divine nature of man, so that free from 
all prejudice, they may grow up in turn to 
form their own families in the service of 
each other and of mankind .... Equality of 
rights, status and opportunities for women 
and men is recognized in the Baha'i Faith 
as a divine law , but the education of girls 
and future mothers and therefore first 
educators of mankind is even more impor
tant. . . . Their obligations as parents con
stitute the first and foremost duty for hus
band and wife, equally binding on both . 
Parents must promote the oneness of man
kind through example and develop in their 
children the growing consciousness that 
"the world is but one country and mankind 
its citizens." 

(From a statement presented by the Baha' i Interna
tional Community to the United Nations Inter
Regional Seminar on "The Family in a Changing 
Society: Problems and Responsibilities of its Mem
bers," London, England, July 18-3 1, 1973.) 
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On the rights of women 

The devotion of women to the industrial 
and agricultural sciences, for example, in 
a spirit of service to the greatest needs of 
mankind at the present time, will demon
strate their capability and ensure the rec
ognition of equality in the social and 
economic areas of life. The promotion of 
the rights of women by means of demon
stration by pressure groups may result in 
divisiveness; while constructive contribu
tions will be recognized and appreciated. 
It is mentioned in the Baha'i writings that 
"when the actions of women show their 
power there will be no need to proclaim it 
by words," and that when men recognize 
the equality of women "there will be no 
need for them to struggle for their rights. " 

The principle of equality in rights does 
not necessarily imply that men and women 
should, or must, exercise the same func
tions. There are differences between men 
and women in qualities and powers: men
tal alertness, intuition and the spiritual 
qualities of love and service are qualities in 
which women are strong. There is need for 
greater emphasis on these qualities and a 
better balance between spiritual and mater
ial powers if humanity is to progress. 
However, "the fact that there is not equal
ity in functions between the sexes should 
not infer that either sex is inherently 
superior or inferior to the other, or that 
they are unequal in their rights. " 

Because women by nature are more in
clined to peace, and find it more difficult 
than men to sanction war, as they partici
pate in human affairs, gaining the right to 
vote and exercise this right, their voice will 
naturally influence humanity towards 
peace. The Baha'i writings make clear that 
"when all mankind shall receive the same 
opportunity of education and the equality 
of men and women be realized, the foun
dations of war will be utterly destroyed . 
Equality between men. and women is con
ducive to the abolition of warfare for the 
reason that women will never be willing to 
sanction it. " 

Every person should be educated to the 

realization of the organic oneness of man
kind. Since it is a Baha'i conviction that 
the good of any part is dependent upon the 
good of the whole, as long as women are 
held in an inferior position and do not 
attain equality with men , men too will be 
unable to "achieve the greatness which 
might be theirs ." This principle operates 
in all areas, whether in relationship to 
race , class, or national differences in the 
world. As is true of the family - in which 
all the rights and prerogatives of each and 
every member must be preserved, while at 
the same time sustaining the unity of the 
family - the well-being of humanity is 
dependent on an equitable and just rela
tionship between nations and the orienta
tion of national governments towards the 
whole of mankind. 

(From a statement submitted by the Baha'i Interna
tional Community to the Twenty-Fifth session of the 
United Nations Commission on the Stat us of 
Women, on " Suggestions and Proposals for Interna
tional Women ' s Year, " January 11, 1974.) 

On the rights of youth 

In the Baha'i view the source of human 
rights is Divine Law. Human rights are 
God-given rights and youth have the same, 
if not more,, responsibility as all members 
of the human race to contribute towards 
the erection of the banner of human rights 
and the construction of a world where 

the enormous energy dissipated and 
wasted on war, whether economic or 
political, will be consecrated to such 
ends as will extend the range of human 
inventions and technical development, 
to the increase of the productivity of 
mankind, to the extermination of dfs" 
ease, to the extention of scientific re
search, to the raising of the standard of 
physical health, to the sharpening and 
refinement of the human brain, to the 
exploitation of the unused and unsus
pected resources of the planet , to the 
prolongation of human life, and to the 
furtherance of any other agency that can 
stimulate the intellectual, the moral, 
and spiritual life of the entire human 



race. 

The first step in this direction is the 
arousal of the consciousness of youth to 
the oneness of mankind. Before unity and 
agreement are firmly established among 
the peoples of the world, we are con
vinced, nothing can be widely nor 
thoroughly affected. Thus youth must, 
through a process of self-enlightenment, 
instill themselves with a new global per
spective and a new set of values- a set of 
values permeated by love, truthfulness, 
kindness, sincerity, .and justice whose be
havioral expression is the implementation 
of the principles of human rights. Such a 
new world can .only be built by a new race 
of men and women. 

(From a statement presented by the Bah ii' f Interna
tional Community to the United Nations Seminar on 
"Youth and Human Rights," San Remo, Italy, Au
gust 28 - September 10, 1973.) 

On social and economic 
justice for all peoples 

From a Baha'i perspective, the moral 
and spiritual standards needed today to 
resolve the interlocking enonomic and so
cial problems of our planet can rest on one 
foundation only: the consciousness in each 
individual of the organic oneness of hu
manity. We are not only citizens of our 
native land, but beyond that, of the whole 
world. We are part of the ecosystem; but 
an ecosystem both inner and outer; and it is 
from the inner world that come the all
encompassing values and attitudes which 
provide us with· understanding, will, and 
power to raise the spiritual and physical 
quality of life of all peoples. 

This conviction by the individual and 
society of the essential unity of the human 
race is the only viable standard today for 
social and economic justice. On it must 
depend the successful solution of the popu
lation problem - as of the problems of 
environment, poverty, disease, unem
ployment, etc. It means briefly 

to consider the welfare of the commun
ity as one's own .... to regard humanity 
as a single individual, and one's own 

self as a member of that corporeal form, 
and to know of a certainty that if pain or 
injury afflicts any member of that body, 
it must inevitably result in suffering for 
all the rest. 

In this process, Baha' f communities 
around the world are making a steady con
tribution. Comprising a cross-section of 
humanity distributed over 335 countries 
and territories, these communities Jive by 
the teachings, principles and laws of the 
Baha'i Faith. Through the systematic abo
lition of all forms of prejudice; the adop
tion of equal opportunities , rights and 
privileges for men ttnd women; an under
standing of the essential unity and har
mony of science and religion; an unfet
tered search for truth; the high regard for 
the mind and its formal training through 
universal compulsory education; the ob
ligation to engage in a trade or a profession 
useful to society; and the understanding 
that work done in the spirit of service to 
one's fellowmen is, like prayer and medi
tation, worship - these Baha'f com
munities and their members are constantly 
striving to effect changes in the individual 
and social consciousness that will hasten 
the coming of universal peace and the es
tablishment of a world civilization. 

(From the brochure, "One World , One People-A 
Bahii' f View," presented by the Bahii'f International 
Community to delegates attending the United Na
tions World Popu lation Conference, Bucharest, 
Romania , Al!gust 19-30, 1974, and the United l)la
tions W.orld Food Conference , Rome Italy , 
November 5-16 , 1974) 
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