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FOREWORD

In the Spring of 1919 a pamphlet was published
entitled « The New Day » which gave a goneral epi-
tome of the Bah&'f Cause, That edition now being
exhausted, a second edition was considered, but in
view of the many developments in tho Cause duriug
these past six years, varions additions seemed advisable.
The sapplementary moterial added to tho original
pampliles made a booklet quite different from  the
original, therefore it is being published ander anoth-
er title, « The Universal Consciousness of the Babid'i
Revelation ».

“This treatise compiled from materiai previously ap-
proved and circulated in printed articles, is published
in order to meet the present incrcasing nead for
abridged apologetic literature in the over extending
field of Bahd'f tenching. Tts contents summarize infor-
mation which can be found in an expanded form in
the standard liberature of this movement.

The author s greatly indebted to Mre. H. Emogene
Hoagg for valusble sssistanco rendered in preparing
this small volume for publication.

0. M. B

Florence, Ltal;
June 197



THE UNIVERSAL CONSCIOUSNESS.

« In this age Bahd'willdh has breathed the Holy Spirit
into the dead body of the world. Consequently every
weak soul s strenglhenad by these fresh divine oulbreath-
ings. Every poor man will become rich, every darkened
soul wise, because the confirmations of the Holy Spirit
are descending like wnio lorrents. A new era of divine
consciousness is upon us. The world of humanily is
going through a process of transformation. A new race
is being developed. The fhoughls of human brotherhood
are permeating all regions. New ideals are stirring the
deplhs of hearls and a new spirit of wniversal con-
sciousness is being profoundly felt by all men. »

*Abdil-Bahi.
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THE BAHA’'[ REVELATION

THE RELIGIOUS NEED OF THE TINE.

In this day, with the pure truths which have come
down to us through the religions of the past, are
found many devotionsl forms and formulae: supersti-
tion, oreeds and dogmas, which, distinct and apart from
divine truth, are but the thought forms of past ages,
handed dovn to us in the name of religion.

Mhese dead relics of the concepts of men long dead
no longer ease the conscience of the world, nor bring
<atisfaction to the mind of the individual adherent of
these systems of thought.

Humanity is now in need of a spiritual power and
Knowledge, — a divine consciousness — with which to
meet and_solve {he probloms and conditions of this
new doy and age. Hence the general changing and
unsattled condition of the world of religious thought,
hich is causing 8 large and increasing number of
sincere and progressive people to go out from the
prescribed limits of the seligious thought of the past
and to soarch diligently for those universal and funda-
mental truths of the spiritual realm of life and being,
the knowledge of which truths is the very essence of
the religion of God.

The Bah'l Oause offers to the world an all-nclusive,
aniversal, spiritusl teaching, 5o closely related o the
truths of the religions of the past, that its exponents
seo no diflerence between religious verity past and
presont : o teaching fre from the credes and super-
Mtitions of the past, — 8o real and so broad that people




of all races and of ali religions ind place therein, Tt
s essentiaily o roligious movement, a spiritual teaching,
froo from the limitations of sect and « ism », and
constructive in its building upon the true faith of
tho individual and upon ths pure teachings of the
Past, thus jncreasing love and devotion to God aud
creating within each soul the desito o manifest the
light of these divine atiributes through brotherly ser-
vico to oue’s fellowmen,

OBJECT.
The object of tho Babi'i Revelation is the religious
unification of all people. 'This tenching has come into,
the world to fulll, to perfoct and to complete ho
disino toachings of tho past. To stands as the ono goal
toward which trath has always worked through its
appearance in tho divine revelators and prophets sent
unto various peoples of the past ages, and it is the
begiuning of that uge of spiritual enlightonment and
, the coming of which Lias been tho oue  thowe
of all diviue teaching of the past: The Kingdom of
God on carth. Thus tho Bahi'f Revelution brings and
establishies the long-cxpacted aniversal religion which
is the foundation of iuter-religious, inter-racial, and
inter-national brotherhood and peace. Tt offers to
mankind  practical spiritual basis for attaining to that
world cohesive cousciousness now generally ackuowl.
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gendering this universal o international conscionsness
the Bahil'f Cause is ministering to the great world
noeds of this age. Tt is paving the way for the great
universal civilization which is being realized, as people
of all religions, races and nations, united in a new
divine conseiousness, are being organically cemented,
both spiritually and materially, into one great world-
people.

DIVINE REVELATION.

The Bah#'f teaching regarding divine revelation is
the same in reality as that tanght down through the
ages by the Chuist and the prophets.

Man, being finite, cannot comprehond the essence
of the infinite God, which is beyond any and all human
conception. However, through the manifestation of
the Spirit of God or « Tho Word », that poswer which
has spoken to the world throngh tho Dv\mlL\ Mani
fosted and the chosen oues of the past, huinanity learns
of God, knows His attributes, and is quickened by
His Spirit.

Mankind needs divine quickening and spiritual guid-
.ance. This holy guidance bas como to humanity
through the instrumentality of the Manifestations of
God or tho Prophets—the revealars of truth. Thess
chosen souls have been the founders of the great re-
ligious world-movements. They have manifested the
Spirit of God to the people of the world, and throvgh
them men have known God and have become quickened
Dy the life of the Kingdom, consequently these Masters
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have been the real educators of humanity and the
torch-bearers of civilization and progress.

THE ONENESS: OF THE MANIFESTATIONS,

The principles of divine reality or truth are, have
been, and ever will be the same and unchangeable,
but the applieation of these truths to the changing
and ever shifting human conditions of the world have
been and will be different in every age. Therefore, as
one studies and compares the teachings of the various
divine Revelators back through history, he finds two
phases in their holy teachings: first, that which is eter-
nal and unchangeable throughout all times — in other
words, those divine laws which govern beings upon the
spiritual plane and which are as immutable and as
fixed as are the physical laws which regulate all things
material in this universo; and second, that which is
for each prophet's epoch only, — institutions snd
teachings which the next Revelator will abolish and
change, because, with the coming of the noxt Mani-
fostation there will exist new and different conditions
to which he must minister according to the needs of
those times. In other words, although the institntions
and the personalities of the Manifestations diflered, yet
the divine power whioh spoke through each one waa
one and the same in spirit and reality, and the basio
principles of their teachings have endured from age
to age and aro eternal, Hach prophet revealed God
and the law of the divine kingdom in proportion to
the needs of the age to which ho ministered, and in
terms and parables familiar 4o the people of that age,
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In their purity, all religious teachings are in perfeck
aceord; all hold thie fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of man. Human differences, imaginations, and
superstitions which have crept into the religions long
after the day of revelation, have been the cause of
religious division, dissension and disintegration. True
spirituality has ever been the very source and main-
spring of man’s advancement in civilization, Fach of
the world's civilizations has had its conception and
birth in a spiritually potent and active religion, and
the downfall of civilizations has always been due o &
condition of moral degradation brought about by a
spiritually lifcless religion shrouded in forms snd
supertitions.

THE NEW REVELATION.

As the former ages have had certain spiritual
or religious needs, so this present and coming uni-
versal age, upon the threshold of which the world
now stands, has its own peculiar spiritual and religious
needs. Tho world is now ready for the spiritual unity
and hermony of its people, The universal religion
now comes in order that the universal civilization may
be realized.

The prophets of the past foresaw this latter-day re-
figious need, and they also foresaw the coming of three
great divine teachers, manifesting the Word of God.
These holy beings, it was foretold, wonld minister to
the world, and fulfil the covenant of God in estab-
lishing the universal religion or the Kingdom of Peace
upon earth.



The Hebrew prophets dwelt at length upon the
coming of the « Ancient of Days », preceded by Eiijah
aud succeoded by tho Branch, and the glory of that
epoch. Jesus the Ohrist spoke many times of his sec-
ond coming and the establishment of his Father's
Kingdom upon eaith, The prophet Muhammad taught
that the Mihd'i would come, followed by the Manifes-
fation of God, who would establish the Kingdom,
Zotouster taught of the triumph of light over darkness,
of truth over ignorance, aud bis followers expect the
Promised One, whom they call Shah Bahiram, to ac-
complish this vietory. Gautams, Tho Buddha, fore-
told the coming of the greab Tifih Buddha, who would
bring enlightenment to all the world, The Hindu
holy books mention another incarnation of Krishna,
or the divine spirit, whose mission would be universal
enlightenment; while many of the poets and prose
writers of all times have depicted the beauty and the
perfection of tho utopian or millennial age, to be
realized when The Great World Master appeared
on earth to establish God's divine rule among the
n Tn reality all testified the promise of ome
who was to come, although each spoke of him by
different names.

All of these promises of tho prophets of old are
now realizod in the coming of fhe three great Bahdf
Reovelators. In the movement which they have estab-
lished the people of the various religions find the
fulfilment of the sacred teachings of the past. In this
divine Canse they find the solution of the great latter-
day problem of religious unity,
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The Bah'f teachings confirm and compl
ligious teachings which have gone before, and e
a practical philosophy which meets the present day
spiritual neods of humanity in establishing divine har-
mony aud peace.

THE BAB*

Tho first of the triad of inspired Bah&'f Revelators
arose in Shiraz, Porsia, On May 23, 1844, a young
man, *Alf Mubammad by name, declared himsel to be
Tho Bib, or the foreranner of « He whom God shall
Manifest > — o great divine teacher, who was soon

to appear with manifest signs of spiritual power
through whose teachings the xehg'lons ity of all
peoples would be accomplishe

Fonen spiritual wisdom,
msel{ many followers who in
turn promulgated his doctrines with so much fervor
that in a short time many believed and joined his
ranks.

The Bib was met early in his career of teaching by
great opposition on the part of the Musl'im clergy. These
priests seeing their hold on the people waning, in the
DREST e T T T
the utmost fan: and at their instigation he was
N i e e e ol
oppression he continued his teaching, exhorting the

* « Bab » is the Arabic word for door or gate.
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people to holiness and sanctity of living, in order that
they might be fittod to meet the Promised One, short-
ly to appear, and to become as mirrors reflecting his
spiritual perfection. Thus the first two years of the
Biib's ministry passed, at the end of which time he
was seized by the order of the opposing olerical
authorities and cast into prison.

The Bib's imprisonment lasted four years, during
which time he taught his followers through letters
and epistles, smuggled by faithful friends past the
guards of tho prison. This period of suffering was
followed by a trial conducted by the Mulls of the
Musl'im church in whieh he was condemned to death
upon the charge of heresy, With one of his follow-
ers he suffered martyrdom in the cause of truth, in
Tabriz, P«rsm on Juiy 9, 1850.

Tho mission of The Bab being that of procarsor
of « He whom God sl Dll Mauifest, » the institutions
and ordinances which he established were for the time
being only. Wit the appearance of the great Prom-
ised One, the followers, Bibis were commanded to
turn their faces unto him who was to come, with the
sssurance fhat he, the Promised One, would reveal
Lis teachings, divine Taws and ordinances, thus complet-
ing the foundation of the Kingdom on earth. The
E—’.b was the < Primal Point >.

e B4b was not alone in being persecuted by the
\‘[ml'lm;, for with his martyrdom, troubles of the
dire nature came upon his followers. Over
memy thousand of theso believers willingly gave up
property, family and life, rather than deny or recant
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their faith. As late as 1901, at one time thers were
one lundred and soventy souls martyred in this Cause
in Persia,

BAHA'U'LLAH.

During the days of The Bib's ministry, while his

use was being promulgated by bis followers through-
oub Persia, there werc many believers who never
met with him in person. Among theso was Mirsi
Husayn *Alf of Nir, later more widely known as Ba-
Li'wllih, a young wan of noble family, who warmly
espoused the Cause, publicly upholding and teaching
it in Tilrén, Tn 1852, shortly afier the Bibls mar-
tyrdom, when the persecution of the Bibis was at its
height, Bah&'w'lléh, with others of the new faith, was
imprisoned in Tihrin, and later on with a number of
the followers he was sent in exile to Baghdid, in
Trag-Arabi.

Bah&'a'llih's exile to Baghtd marks an important
epoch in the development of the Cause, for from that
time he stands ymemment s & power in that per-
secuted commun

After the run- of the massacres of 1851-1852, tho
Bébis were in a deplorable condition. Many of tho
disciples and personal associates of the Bib had been
martyred, while, on account of the troubles, the few

bl
semmm, bey(md a very limited circle, the writings of



the Bib, s that the vass majority of the believers
knew but little of his real teachings. In addition they
were actuated by a powerful spirit of devotion, — a
devotion which, because of its very intensity, at times
lod them into difficulties.

This was the condition that prevailed when Bahd'u"
Jifih reached Baghddd. Immediately he directed his at-
tention and energy toward bringing knowledge and
sssurance to the followers. He taught them the real
or inner spiritual significance of the Bab's teachings, and
little by little, through understanding, their undirected
enthusiasm found power in restraint and strength.
/Thus ho prepared them to recognize by their spiritual
faculties tho One whose coming the Bib had proclaimed.

The Babis now increased in firmness and steadfast-
ness, especially those in Baghddd. As the fame of
Bal'wildh spread abroad, men of learning came to

sonverse with him and listen to his teachings, and many
of theso helioved. As tho believers increased in num-
ber, the anger of the Muslim clergy was aroused, and
this in turn gave Tise to othor serious difficulties. Ba-
hi'wliéh was then led to seek a solitary retreat in
the mountain fasness of Kurdistén, whero ho remain-
od for two years in spiritual preparation for his com-
ing manifestation and ministry.

Tpon Bah'uwllf's return to Baghddd, great was the
joy of the Bibis. By that time ey were realizing
their spiritual strengsh, and they welcomed their teach-
er with all the fervor snd enthusiasm of oriental
devotes.

The priests, fearful of the loss of their own hold
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apon the people, which they saw waning as the light
of the new teachings spread, incited the government
against Bah#'wlléh, with the detormination to do all
they could to curb his power. Accosdingly, after
some correspondence between the Persian wnd Tarkish
governments, an international arrangement was formu-
Tated by which Behi'wllsh was ordered to Constanti-
nople, there to await tho pleasure of the Ottoman Sul-
¥ 10 whom Lo becume temporally subject.

Tpon hearing thy r chief was to bo removed
from Baghddd, the i T S (o
the greabest consternation prevailing among them. A
number of them prepared to accompany him in his far-
ther exile, When, in obedienc o the summons of the
Sultdn, Bab&'wlih lefs Baghddd previous to starting
on his long journey, ho encampad a short distance
from the city in the Garden of El Ridvfn. There Lo
was surrounded by some of his most devoted friends
and followers, — believers in the Bfb,

To the most trusted of these followers, Bahiu'liéh,
during bis twelve days of sojourn in El Ridvén, reveal-
ed himself and his mission : that he was The Prom-
ised One foretold by the Bib; that he was the Ono
promised by all the prophets to appear in tho lattor
days and establish God's Kingdom, the great universal
brotherhood of nations; that he was the One through
whose inspired guidanca the difficulties of the believers
would be removed; and that by steadfastly and united-
ly following whose injunctions those blessings for
which the believers bad hoped, suffered and prayed
would be realized, Tlis hope he extended to the 8d
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horents, (‘dmr(im’ them to renew their energies, faith
and assur

After a long and trying journey Babd'wlih and his
followers zeached Constantinople, where they remained
for some months prior to being sent to Adrianopla in
the interior of Roumelia, There it was thought Ba-
hi'wiih would be so fur removed from the world
which his Cause Wwas agitating as practically to destroy
his power s o religious teacher, thus striking a blow
at the new faith, It is to b noted that each attempt
upon the pert of the temporal powers to oppose this
Cause mnru an epoch in the demonstration of its
spiritual pows

Babiuhih and his xiled followers romained in Adric
anople for five years during which time the Cause grew.
and the believers attained to moral and spiritual vir-
tues, their faith manifesting itself n their daily lives.
This was @ time of growth and preparation. Through
personal coutact, those who were with Bahd'a'llih grew.
in the shadow of his wisdom, whilo thse at a distance
hiad their souls made strong and steadfast through his
written teachings ; for in him swas found the realization
of the spiritusl power, glolv and majesty of « He whom

od e

Bali’wllfh as a prisoner to the foriress of Akka on
the coast of Syria, thus removing him farther from
the mass of his followers,

T was in the sumuer of 1868 that Babd'wlléh and
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abont seventy of his followers, men, women and child-
ren, were taken into captivity, overland to Gallipoli,
where they Wero embarked in a ship siling for Bgypt.
Arriving in the harbor of Alexandria, the exiles were
transferred to another vessel which landed them in
Haifa, but a few miles across the bay from Akka, @
distance whioh was covered in small boats.

Akka is the Acre of the time of the Orusadexs, mote
anciently known as Ptolemais. Her antiquated ram-
parts and crumbling fortifications, the scene of some
of the bloodiest combats of military hisiory from tho
ancient times of the Phoenicizns down to the Na-
poleonic war in Syria, testify to an earthly power which
is of the past; while her name, so intimately connected
with the Bahdi Cause, today is most closely associated
with this great constructive movement for spiritual
power and peace, the spiritual glad tidings of which
were first sent forth to all the world from behind her
prison gates.

For some years prior to Bab&wllfls arrival, the
fortress of Alka had been used as a prison and @ placo
of exile to which the Sultfn of Turkey sent his
political opponents, and the deadly climate of that
forver-stricken rock slowly but surely accomplished
the desired destruction of many of these unfortunate
ones.

Here Bah'ullsh and his people were thrust into
&wo rooms of the barrack prison. With poor and
insafficient food, and water not fit to drink, fever and
sickness broke out among the believers. Their suffer-
ings were most _intense, yet through all they were
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spiritually in the greatest joy and peace, for they
reslized that only by meeting the very worst of this
World’s conditions could Baha'n'liuh relieve and change
those conditions; while, as for themselves, they were
only too happy and contented to share his sufferings.

Tt was during this close confinement of Bahd'u'llih
withi the prison of Akka that he made his declaration
to the world. This was accomplished by sending a
sories of epistles which ho had written whilo in Adria-
nople, to the rulers and potentates of the earth. In
these missives he clearly states his mission, and ho
annousces 10 all this Itteeday m\l of the TLord, —
the call of unity, harmony, an

Very soon the officials and P city began
to realize the greatness of Bahd'w'liih, and some amoug.
them believed in him. His fame as a teacher spread ;
and actuated by that veneration for wisdom, 8o peculiar
to the Orient, many sought his presence to be awakened
to those truths, the existence of which they previously
bad not realized.

“After two years of close confinement in prison, Buhi-
sl was allowed to live in a house provided for
him and his family within the fortification. His follow-
ers entered into various occupations in the town and
nity, and the material condition of the community
was greatly improved.

Tn the carly days of the imprisonment of Bah#'wlidh
in Akka, when he was most closely guarded and with
the greatast difficulty his communications were frars-
mitted to those outside the prison, his followers ofton
journeyed from Persia overland for months to obiain
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but s glimpse of him stending at his barred window,
of to gaze at bim from afsr us he walked upon the
parapet of the prison; and then they returned to their
Tomes with renewed forvor and zeal to promulgate
his Cause. Tater, theso pilgrins from various countries
had access to him, and quickened by his power went
forth to proclaim his Osuse in the uttermost parts of
the earth.

Besides those who saw him personally, Bahi'wllih
reached thousends in distant lands and satisfied their
thirst for knowledge through his tablets, which were
epistles of exhortution, advice and explanation, Written
in response to letters from believers and seelers.

During the latter years of his miristry, Bahi'ulidh
spent much time in the country, in the vicinity of
Alka, even visiting Huifa snd not for distant Mt
Carmel. At the village of Bahif, situated on the plain
of Akka, he doparted this lifo iu the month of May,
1892. He lived forty years of hardship, imprisonment
and exile, that the soul of the world might
quickened with tho lifo of the spirit. The shrine of
Bah'wlléh at Bahji is greatly vemerated by many
pilgrims who yearly visit it from all parts of the world.

With the manifesiation of Bah&'wliéh not only did
the followers cease to bo known as Babis, becoming
Babifa in name, but in the deopest spiritual sense did
they receive from Bahi'wlifh that soul-quickening
touch which created within them the power 0 go
forth to all th world, carrying the messago of peace,
attracting the people of all nations and roligions, and
fulfilling that which he sent them forth to accomplish.
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Dating from the time of the declaration of Bahf'a’-
116h in the Garden of Bl Ridvén, th Couse assumes a
universal or & world character; for from a study of
his doctrines it is understood that the teachings of
Bah#'wlldh are not limited o the needs of certain
conditions and countries, nor to the oriental peoples.
He comes, the one promised by all religions, for all
peoples under all conditions, both oriental and ooci-
dental, His teaching is universal; it is for the whole
world.

During Babi'w'llh’s minisiry his revelation was com-
plete, yot his Cause was not explained nor established
in the world in general, To this end, in his testa-
ment, as well as in various parts of his teachings, he
commanded his followers upon his departure to turn
their faces foward his eldest son 'Abbds, now more
widely known by his title *Abdil-Babd, the Ope whom
he bad chosen as their spiritual guide, < The Conter
of The Covenant » to the people of the world, the
expounder of his teachings, the one who wouid extablish
this great movement and explain and demonstrate it
before the world, — the one upon whoso shoulders
his mantle would fall.

"ABDU'L-BAHA,

'Abdd’l-Bahé was born in Tihtfn, Persia, on the
23d of May, 1844, the day upon which The Bib first
declared his message. During all the trials and vicis-
situdes of the mission of Bahd'wllih, *Abdd’-Bahd was
at his right hand promulgating his Cause and serving
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his followers. As a mere lad in years 'Abddl-Bahi
was the first to recognizo Bahi'w'llih as the Promis-
d One, sud the firs to voice the mighty message of
the coming mission of the « Lord of the Ages ».

*Abdif1-Bshé made but one claim for himself as to
his spiritusl station, that of serviee in the path of
God. He signed himself « + Abdii’l-Bah4'Abbis », which,
being translated, is « Abbfs the Servant of God ».
His spiritual station was atested to in clear terms in
the words of Bah'wlldh, and all of the divine power,
glory and majesty ascribed to him therein he demon-
Strated in his mission as the Center of the Bahd'i
Covenant., He was acknowledged by the Bahé'ls as
their spiritual leader and the one to bo emulated iu the
teaching of this great faith in the world. He, through his
example, brought the spiritual life of Bahiu'lléh within
the reach of his followers, the Bahi'is. He wes the
frst fruis of the consummation of God's latter-day
promise o the world, and after Bahd'wlléh he was
the centor from which the light was radiated to the
world ; therefore he in his mission lived sud exempli-
fled his title of « The Center of The Covenant »,

> ADGEL-Bahi's life was one of active servico to hu-
‘manity. There was no element in the daily life of this
world too small to receive his attention. The great
motive power manifesting through him was not of this
world but was of God. He worked to serve God,
o by serving God he served mankind. Trom his
carly childhood until his sixty - fourth year ho was an
exilo and a prisoner, yet the light of his life and teach-
ings renched far beyond the prison gates and pen-




strated the distant corners of the earth. For forty
years Abdd'-Bahé wes a prisoner in the fortress of
Akka, held there by the Sultan of Turkey for no
other reason than that bis teaching was bringing en-
lightenment and freedom of thought to all who came
within the radius of its power, With the fall of the
old despotic regime of Turkish government and the
establishment of a constitutional rule which oceurred
in tho summer of 1908, *Abddl-Babs was Tiberated from
prison, and was then free to come and go as he will-
ed. During the summer and fall of 1911 he visited
Bngland and France, where he spent some months in
teaching ; and in 1912 he spent eight monts in Amer-
riea, traveling and mmmng from const to coast, visit-
ing many cities and towns where he had friends, and
where there were those to listen to bLis explanations
of religious questions, seeking that vitalizing spiritnal
force which 5o characterized his presence.

TUpon this tour, in both America and Burope, the
pulpits of many Christian churches of verions sects and
cults, institutions of learning, aud the platforms of
philosophical and humanitarian movements of various
types welcomed *Abdi'l-Bahi and his message of the
onéness of the world of humanity. The people who
heard him were rejoiced by the spirit which e ta-
diated, and thoso who c.mme within the field of his
spirituality and power were strengthened and inspired.

*Abd'l-Bahd had the power of really penetrating
the souls of men; of understanding the needs of each
individual soul, and of ministering to them in the most
beneficial manner. He was the spiritual physician who
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treated humanity. Many beautiful and tonching inci
dents are related in the Hast of the way in which,
through long suffering and Kinduess, he won the
hearts of those who, because of their prejudices, wero
formerly his encmies. Caring for the sici and protect-
ing the opprossed formed a lurge part of his daily
duties. One of the titles applied to Lim in the Orient
was <« Father of the Poor ».

"Abdf]-Bahd’s power was that of love. In going
into s presence something within one’s soul seemed
to respond o bi Thus a spiritual bond was
formed w caching, for it was of the
nature of divino love and always remained with one.
Through his life and example, he taught the people
the lifo and the way of the Kingdom. Ho had & mes-
sage for every one, and as one met and contacted
with him in spirit, it was asifa new force were added
40 one's nature. Tho power of the love of God was
bronght very ciose to those who camo into spiritual
contact with "Abd(’l-Bai.

*Abdf’l-Bahé was in Palestine during all the years
of the way, serving and relieving the sufferings and
misery of the people brought about by this world
calamity. At the close of the war, when the British
army tool possession of Palestine, it was possible again
for people from many countries to visit *Abdi’l-Babé.
His fame as a counselor and an advisor became known
among the oficials of the English army of occupation,
and meny sought consultation with him. In April
of 1920, the Knighthood of the British Bimpire Was




conferred upon him by the government in rocognition
of his humanitarian services.

On the 20ih of November, 1921, *Abdd-Bah passed
quietly out from this world. Unknown to his friends
and even to his family, he had made ali plans for tho
guidance of the Cause and its continuance after his
departure, and withous any warning or apparent ill-
ness, ho quickly passed into tho realm beyond. (ireat
was the grief of many people, people in all parts of
the world, people of different beliofs, sho had visited
him and bad received spiritusl Lielp, and who upon leay-
ing him had returned to thelr vatious homes to share
with others the joy and assurance of his spiritual
message and to follow in his path of sorvice o God
and to humanity,

His was the perfect life, and as the people contacted
with him more aud more, they found in him the eenter
of the spiritual light aud consciousness of this new
day and age. From that center flowod the regener-
ative Bah'i spirit which made all thiogs new, recstab-
lishing religion, reviving faith in God, and uniting
humanity in the one universal brotherhood of God's
Kingdom.

THE GUARDIAN OF THE CAUSE.

As Buhi‘u'llih provided a centor for the solidarity
and furtherance of the Cause after his departure, so
'Abdd*l-Bahd covenanted in his Will that after his
passing there would be & continued and perpetuated
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system with a center of guidance for the Cause, o
Guardian.

*Abdil-Bahd appointed his eldest grandson, Shoghi
Fffendi, to be the fixst of these Guardians.

Shoghi Effendi descends on his mother's side from
Bahd’wllh through *Abdi'l-Bahd, and upon his father’s
side from a collateral branch of the family of the
Bab* Upon him now devolves the duty of establish-
ing the organization of the Causo according to the
directions in the Will and Testament of *Abdd'l-Bahi.

In the following paragraphs from this Testament
Shoghi Effendi’s mission is stated.

0 my loving friends ! After the passing arway of this
wronged one, it is incwmbent upon the Branches and
Twigs of the Sacred Loie Tree (i. e. the relalites of the
Bb and Bahd'wlldh), the Hands of the Cause of God
and the loved ones of the Abui Beauly, to éurn unlo
Shoghi Bffendi — the youlhful Branch, branched from the
00 hallowed and sacred Lote Trees (Bdb aud Bahd'wlih)
and the fruit grown from the union of the o of shoots
of the Tree of Holiness, as he is the sign of God, the
chosen Branch, the Guardian of fhe Cause of God, he
wnto whom all the Branches, he Twigs, the Hands of
the Cause of God and His loved onss must turn. He
is the ewpounder of the words of God, and afler him
will succeed the first-born of his lineal descendents...

Ths sacred and youlliful Branch, the Guardian of
the Cause of God, as well as the Universal Assenibly

* The Balys only child, a son, died in infancy.
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(Baytl2 Adl) to be universally elecied and established, are

Both undor the care and profection of the Abhd Beauty,

under the sheller and unerring guidance of His Holi-

nass the Ewalled One. May my life be offored up for
ofh ! Whatsoever they dezide is of God...

0 ye beloved of the Lord! It is incumbent wpon the
Guardian of the Cause of God lo appoint in his cwn
lifetime him that shall lecome his successor, that differ-
ences may not ariso after his passing. He that is ap-
pointed mnst anifest in himself delachment from all
vorldly things, must be the essence of purity, must show
in imself the fear of God, knowledge, wisdom and learn-
ing. Thus, should the firsi-born of the Guardian of
tho Cause of God not manifest in himself the truth of
the words, < Tho child is the seorol cssence of ifs sires,
ihat s, should ho nol inherit of the spiritual within (the
Gudrdian), and his glorious lincage not be matched with
a goodly characler, then must the Guardian of the Cieuse
choose another randh o suceeed fin,

The Hands of the Cause of God must elecl from their
omm number wine persons that shall al all limes be oc-
cupied in the important services of the work of the Guar-
dian of the Cause of God. The clection of these wine
must bo carried, either wnanimously or by majority,
from the company of the Hunds of the Cuause of God,
and these, whellier unanimously or by a_majority vots
must give their assent lo the choice of the one whom the
Guardian of the Cause of God hath chosen as his sucoessor.
This assont must be given in suchwise that the assenting
and dissenting voioss may wot be distinguished (i. ¢, by
secret ballel).




Tmportant among the Bah4'l institutions mentio
in the writings of Babi'wllf is that of the Baytu'-Adl
(Spmml Assembly), the duty of which will bo the
and direction of the Cause and its furtherance.
i veicymemt wudl e Tounting o
this assembly was left to "Abdii'l-Bahd, and in *Abdd’l-
Bahi's Testament is farther unfolded the plan for this
spiritual institution, and it is lefu to the Guardian of
the Cause to put this Bah#'i orgauization into_ effect,
‘The organization calls for two distinct bodies, funet-
ioning with the Guardian and upholding the divine
ideals of this religion.
The « Hands of the Cause of God »,
2nd. The Spiritnal Assemblies.

The Hands of the Cause of God.

In the Will of "Abd'l-Bahi the duties of the Hands
of the Cause of God aro stated as foliows:

O friends ! The Hands of the Cause of God must be
nominated and appointed by the Guardian of the Cause
of God.... The obligation of the Cause of God is to dif-
fuse the divine fragrances, to edify the souls of men and
to be, af all times and under all cironmslancs, sancti-
fied and deiahed from earthly things. They must mani-
fest the fear of God by their conduch, their manners,
their deeds and their words.

This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is wnder
h direction of the Guardian of the Cause of God. Ho
must iy wrge fhom 1o sivive and endeavor o ths
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wmost of thair ablily lo diffuse Gie sweek savors of God, and

to guide all the people of the world, for it is fhe light to
divine guidance that casefh all the wniverse fo be il-
Iumined,

The Spiritual Assemblies.

Theso are a series of Spiritual Assemblies, local and
national with one international Assembly. The local
Spiritual Assomblies in cach Babd'i community, elected
by the people, have charge of local Bahd'f activities.
The National Spiritual Assembly in each country is
above the local aswemblies, and has charge of he
Bah#'f activities in that land ; while the Universal or
Interational Spiritual Assembly is above the Nation-
al Assemblies. The Guardian of the Causo is presi-
dent of this Universal Assembly, and 60 this body will
be referred all goneral and far reaching matters and
problems and the questions which will arise with the
growth and development of the Bahd'{ work,

Of this Assembly organization ’Abdf'l-Bahd writes
in his testament;:

And now concerning the Assembly (Bayhy'l Ad) which
God hath ordained as the source of all good and freed
from all error, it must be elected by wniversal suffrage,
that is, by the believers. Its mewmbers must be manifes-
tations of the fear of God, and day - springs of knoniedge
and wnderstanding ; must be steadfast in God's failh,
aud the well-wishers of all mankind. By this Assembly
is meant the Universal Assembly ; that is, in each counlry
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@ secondary Assombly must be inslituted, and these seo-
ondary Assemblies must elect the members of the Uni-
wersal Assembly.

Unlo this body all things must be referred, 1t enaclefh
all ordinances and regulations that are not {0 be found
in the explicit holy teat. By this body all the diffioult
problems are lo bo resolved, and the Guardian of fie
Cause is its sacred head and (he distinguished menbher.
for life, of that body. Should he not ailend in person ifs
deliborations, he must appoint one fo_represent him....
This Assembly cnactetis the laws and the_exoculive en-
Joveetls them, The logislative body must reinforce the
eascoutive, tho execulive must aid and assist the legisla-
tive body, so thal, through the close umion and har-
mony of these o forces, the foundation of fairness and
Justice may become firm aud s'.‘rr'y.t.“u: all the regions
Of fhe world may bocome even as Paradise itself.

Airendy Shogal Fifundl has insugarated o systers of
local snd national assemblies, and the friends of the
Cause are now looking toward his future work in the
farther development of theso spiritual institutions,
swhich are af the heart of the organization of the Cause,

The distross of the Bah#'fs «mm by the passing
of their beloved Master, "Abdil-Bahd, is to some
extent assuaged by the provision in his Testament
whereby they have an organization and a head to
carry on his work. Shoghi Effendi at the time of the
passing of *Abddl-Bahd was but twenty-five years of
sge. He bas the love, devotion and confidence of the
Bahd'fs in all countrics, In his decisions they see the
greatest spiritual wisdom, and they sre doing sll in
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their power to support him and aid him in his
great work, strong in the assurance that this is the
Cause of God, and that its growth and spiritual vie-
tory over the irreligion of the world, with its super-
stition and misery, is assured and confirmed and cannot
fail, under the guiding spirit of Shoghi Bfiendi.

THE BAHA’I WRITINGS.

The collective writings of The Bsb ara known us
« The Bayén ». These treat of the coming of Babé'u-
114D, and contain exhortations to the people, calling
them to purify and to prepare thomselyes to meet the
Promised One that they wmay be fitted to serve him.

Bahd'wlléh wrote many treatises in the form of
books and epistles in which ho demonstrates the one-
ness of the spirit of all of the former religious teach-
inge, and treats also of his present teachings i their
relation to the religions of the past. A number of
these writings were in reply to special questions asked
by men of learning and were therefore written from
various points of thought: Musl'im, Jewish, Ohris-
tian, e

The writings of *Abdd’l-Bahéi are many, and are
chietly in the form of letters (tablets) explanatory of
the spirit and the teachings of Bab'wlléh. Tn Abdd’l-
Bahd’s life of service to humanity was his method
of teaching, through which means he gave vigor and
penetrative force to his words, His teaching, inclu-
ding many addresses made before groups of people
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and large audiences, much of which is reported and
cireulated fn manuscript and printed form, consists
of explanations given to various inquirers regarding
the Cause and its doctrines, together With exhort-
ations to the followers,and certain principles and truths
the pursuance of which is conducive to the best sec-
ular as well as spiritual welfare of mankind.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

Tho Bahi'i teaching upon eternsl lifeis the same as
that held in the pure tenets of the former revelations.
This divine lifo is the state of soul of spiritually quick-
ened man. All souls exist as eutities after the separ-
ation from the material body, However, from the
spiritual standpoint of the divine life and activity
of the soul, this mere unawakened existence i8 not
spiritual life. Only those souls who are awake to
the knowledge of God can be said to be divinely
awake and alive an to partake of the lifo cternal.
This spiritual awakening is from God. T is His gift
and greatest bounty to man, By virtue of the truth
and spirit revealed to humanity through the prophets
and Manifestations, man's soul is awakened from the
spiritual state of slumber of the world of nature, and
in this quickened state, though in the world, yet he
Jives in o higher realm from which hoe receives divino
strength and force.

According to the Bahi'i teaching, heaven and hell
aro conditions of the soul. Tho soul which lives in
God and is alive to His truth is in that divine state




called heaven; while one not yet awskened to the
glory of God, is in u state of darknss, or hell. The
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth bas been
the ono theme of Christ snd the prophets. All bave
spoken of this epoch in different terminology, but in
reality they all spoke of the one great age of divine
cnlightenment, — a time when faith should replace
anbelief, and when divine knowledge should replace
ignorance and superstition, The Bahi'{ Cause teaches
that the world is now in the early dawn of that new
day and age.

SOCIAL REFORMS, LAWS AND ORDINANCES.

In addition to the purely spiritusl or roligions
teachings of Bahd'w'lih, he advised certain changes in
the manners and customs of people, through tho ob-
servance of which the world in general will bo helped
both materially and spiritually, Ho exhorts the Bahd'is
to be tolerant, and in no way to separate thomselves
from other people, nor to denounce thoso of other
beliefs. All men are freo to develop individually, but.
all are advised and exhorted to unite in faith and to
Iny aside the prejudices and superstitions of past ages.
Warfare should be abolished, and international ques-
tions settled by arbitration, A wniversal languago is
urged 55 & means of bringing people together in unity.
Legislation should be representative. ‘The Bahd'is
should be peaceful and law-abiding citizens. Their
thought should be humanitarian before all else, Faith
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without works is not acceptable. Worship should be
supplemented by & pure and vsefal lifo in the world.
Men and women should marry. _Asceticism is discour-
sged. Monogamy is taught, Harshness and hatred
aro to bo overcome by gentleness and love. Man
should nos use intoxicants as a beverage. Opium and
Kindzed drug habits are denounced, as is also gam-
bli

ing.

Bah&'wliéh forbado mendicity, slavery, cruelty to
animals, and many other abuses which our western
civilization has alveady remedied, so it is hardly neces-
sary hero to mention them, The following of these
ordinances is already producing its good effects in tho
many Babi'i centers throughout the world, and good
fruits are coming therefrom.

THE MASHRIQU'L-ADHKAR.

Bab'ulléh tought that prayer and glorification of
ho Divinity, supplemented by a pure and useful lifo
in this world, form the elements of true ‘worship.
Faith without works is not acceptable. Every man
shhould have an occupation which conduces to the wel-
fare of humanity, the diligent pursuance of Which s
in itself an act of worship.

Tu this Cause there aro teachers bu no priesthood
nor clergy apart from the laity, such as are now found
in some of the former religious systems. Each soul
approaches God in prayer without sacerdotal interme-
diary.
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Tn the Bl teachings provision is made for temples
of worship, about which are o centor the spiritual
and philanthopic activities of tho Cause, and from
which will be diffused the divine teachings of the ro-
ligion, mnpe.ea by the Babii spirit manitested through
service to humanity.

B history lie sees that every religion
has had its temples or places of worship. Tn the epo
of tho early Israelitish prophets the people lod nomadic
lives, going up into the mountains at stated times for
their religious observances. Thus the open ir altars
on the mountains were the recognized centers of the
religious life of the people.

Tater, while the Children of Tsrael wero migrating
from Hgypt to the Holy Land, the tabernacle oceupied
the central position in their encampment, and sabse-
quently, in their capital city, Jerusalom, the temple of
the Lord erowned the highest hill and was tho center
of the intellectual, material, and roligious lifo of the
people.

Sitill Inter, in the typical Ohristiun city of long ago,
the cathedral was the great central edifice about Wwhich
the other buildings of tho city, religious and secular,
were grouped. As the religious lifo of the people of
this epoch was all important, this principlo was express-
ed in the architectural development of their cities,

The temple of esch re civilization is always
found to bo architecturaly the focal pum:ov the eity.
The acropolii of the Greck cities, upon the summiss
of which were temples, the forums of the Roman cit-
ies with their many temples, the mosques of the
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Musl'im cities, the fire altars of the Zoroastrians, the
pagodss of the Buddhists, and the temples of tho
Hindus, — all festify that each religion has been
creative of its own art aud civilization in the evo-
Jution of the epochal temple.

In times past true religion has been the chief mo-
tive force for advancement, learning and oulture. The
Babils now anticipate the day when great universal
temples for the worship of God will be built, as &
result of the spiribual quickening of the pecple, Which
will foster and further all phases of this new age of
humanity.

The Mashriqu'l-Adhkdr, which translated from the
Persian literally means < The dawning point of the
mentionings of God, > is the Bah#'f temple of worship
aud service to humanity, It consists of a central
Dbuilding for worship, the temple proper, surrounded by
schools, hospitals and hospices, homes and asylums for
tho orphan, for tho incurable and for the sged, and
also of eolleges and o university. The temple of the
Mashriqu'l-Adbls is for reading, meditation and prayer.
1t is essentially a place for worship, for drawing near in
spirit to God. Thusitwill be a center ofspiritual power
and attraction exerting a divine influence the world.

Tts many institutions aro for the practical, moral
and physical servico to humanity. The Bahd'is ap-
preciate that man should glority God in deed as well
as by word of mouth, therefore this principle is em-
bodied in is fallest empression in their temples.

Some years ago the first large Mashriqu'il-Adhkir
was built in the city of ‘Ishquibid in Oriental Russia,
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where there is a largo following of the Bah'f Move-
ment, and where the Russian government, both under
the old regime and that of the presont, hos been
friendly to tho Cause. Tirst, the temple proper Wi
erected, an imposing structure in tho Porsian-Indian
style of architecture, with its great portal facing in
the dir on of the Holy Land; then a school was
founded, and a hospice ; and now ofher institutional
buildings are being added, a8 the necessary ways and
means are available.

For some time the friouds of the Bah#'i Cause have
united in establishing a Mashrigu'l-Adukér in America,
Qontributions were received from the far parts of the
world, seut by persons of diflerent countries, races and
religions, for the building of this great universal temple
in which peoples of every race and of all religions
might find a welcome, and worship there in_spirit
and in doeds. A very besuiful site was acquired in
the town of Wilmette just north of the city of
Ohicago, where tho foundation and the lower story of
this edifico bas already been built. =Although only
pusiy constructed, the building is now used for re-

us activities. 1t is hoped that the superstructure
of uus temple, together with its surrounding institu-
tions will soon bo built, so that in its completed form
this Maghriqu'il- Adhldr will stand forth asan ensign
calling fhe attention of the world, and attracting o
its fold all those who seek the great universal spiris
of God's Cause

OF this temple, said Abdd’l Bahi : Wien thess instilu-
tions, college, hospital, hospice wnd establisiments for




43

the incurables, university for the study of higher soiences
and giving posi-graduale courses, and ofher philanthropio
buildings ave budll, its doors will be opened to all the
‘nations and veligions. There will bs uvsviulely no line
of demarcation drann, Tts charities will be dispensed
irvespeclive of color or race. Tis gales will be flung wide
open to mankind ; prejudice toward none, love for all.
The central building will be devoled to the purpose of
proyer and worhip. Thus, for ihe first time, religion will
become harmonised with science, and science will bo tho
Tandmaid of religion, bolh showering their wmaterial and
spivitual gifis on all humanily,

EDUCATION.

Through a broad and Jiberal education along scien-
tifie, material and intellectual Tines, balanced by & high
knowledge of maw's moral and spiritual duties and re-
Jation to God, the Bahi'ls believe that the superstitions
of the past will disappenr and with them tho prejudice
and ignorance which have always made for man’s lim-
itation, The Bahf'i Cause stands strongly for the
freedom and education of woman, even going so far
28 to teach that it is more necessary for parents to
aducate their girls than their boys. Women being the
mothers and the early teachers of the children of the
race, it s more necessary that they be educated then
men. Tn the Orient the condition of the Bahii'l women
is for superior to thot of the women in general in
those counties, This is one of the clear demonstra-
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tions of the awakening of these peoples through the
spirit of this Cause, and their freedom from their
former seligious superstitions which denied ednca-
tional advantages to women. Particularly in the
Muslim countries are the women denied culture
and education by the established rule of theology;
bus now through the dawn of this new day and age
with its new consciousness all these Jimitations of the
past are disappearing before the light of the truth of
God.

WORLD PEACE.

Religions differonces have been one of the chief
causes of warfare while religious sympathy and under-
standing have always made for peace and prosperity.
Prior to the beginning of the Bahd'i Cause, little or
nothing was being generally taught or written about
peace, arbitration, universsl language, sufirage or
other universal propositions. During the past three-
quarters of & eanury, however, the spitit of the uu
versal call of this Cause has gone forth, and gradually,
and through much travail and suffering, the world has
awakened to the necessity for all of these institations
for which the Babf'i Cause stands. Now the most
enlightened people are realizing that Jack of spiritual
or trae religious understanding, with the accompaning
lack of moral perception, i the real cause of our human
ills and the eataclysmic conditions through which the
world is now passing.
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While Bahf'ullfh's teaching was far ahead of the
thougiut of the world of his day, the world of o
day is realizing more and more the value of that
teaching. The supply and demand are now meeting,
from which better conditions will result.

The Balii'ls believe in o federation of all nations,
both large and small, and the establishment of a world
parlinment for the judicial settlement of international
dispute. In treating of this matter of peace between
the uations, said *Abdd’l-Bahi

A iribuncd will be wnder the porer of God, and undes
the protection of all men. Each one must obey the deci-
sions of fhis iribunal, in order lo arrange the diffioul
ties of every nation.

About fifty years ago in the Book of Aqdas, Bahd'w'lld;
commanded the people to establish universal peace and
summoned all the nations to the divine banguet of infer-
‘ational arbitration so fhat the question of oundaries,
of national honor and property, and vital interests be-
thocen nations might be decided by an international arbi-
tral court of justice.

Rewmember these precopts were given more than half a
century ago. ... Bakd'wllih proclaimed them lo all the
sovercigns of fhe world. They are (he spiril of lhis age;
the light-of this age ; they are the well-being of this age.
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SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

The Bah#'f Teachings maintain that thers can be no
disagreement between true science and the pure truths
of religion. Tho so-callod disagroements between ad-
vancing science and religion in reality have been dis-
agreements between material truths and theological
institutions and imaginations; for in all ages it has
been theso supersiitions of tho poople which have held
back the progress of the world of science and advan-
‘cement, and thesc theological snperntil!onl are in re-
ality the very sutithesis of true religi

Scienc deals with the rality of the creation upon
the humen or natural planes of exisicace; whereas
seligion, in its purest sense, has to do with the work-
ing of the spiritnal or divino laws swhich govern the
divine or the higher life of man. Throughout the
entire universe there is, in roality, harmony. Whilo
different laws work upon the various planes of crea-
tion, mineral, vegetable, animal, human and divine,
to the scientist, with an all-sround quickened and
spiritually developed vision, there is no controversy
nor_contradiction. Religion in its purity conforms
‘with science.

The imaginations and superstitions of the religions
systems of the past are against common sense snd
science, for these are but the thoughta of men of the
ages. The universal basio truths of roligion, upon the
contrary, secord with science. When men understand
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the true principles of religion, no conflict will be
found between them and the material sciences.

EVOLUTION OF MAN.

Aceording to the Bahd'f Teachings spirit or lifo force
is of five kinds : vegetable, animal, human, the divinely
spirituad life of the soul and the intinite unlimited Spirit
of God. Man, from the begining was created man, a species
apart, and above the vegetable and animal conditions,
even as tho vegetablo and animal are above the min-
exal. Tirough the spiritual influcnce of the Manifes-
tations of God’s Word, or the prophets, man becomes
characterized by the divinely spiritual qualities, and
adds to his human naturo the spiritual nature, or the
life eternal.

‘The Bahi’is see true religion itself as seientific
fact. To them tho truo philosophy of religion is the
knowledge of the science of the higher spiricual laws
of that plane of being known as the Kingdom of God,
which is contained in all roligions in their purity.
Through the divine missions of the Manifestations or
mouthpieces of God, the working of the divine laws
and 2 knowledge thereof, humanity arises {rom the
state of spiritual ignorance Which characterizes the

so-called <« natural » or savage man, and becomes
quickoned by & babtism of the higher life. Thus, |
through & knowledge of the basic principles of reli- |
gion, snd through the wisdom which the living spirit |




of religion instills into the soul, the truly religious man
s freed from the thraldom of ignorance and supersti-
tion, which imprisons the soul, and he finds ample
opporiunity and scope for the development of the
highest and noblest virtues peculiar o that plane of
being, kuown us the Kingdom of God.

ORIENTAL-OCCIDENTAL UNITY,

The Orient can truly be said to be the parent of
the human race. From her heart went forth those
great racial wave movements which have peopled the
earth. In her mountain fastuesses the prophets com-
muned with God md Awen-erl His life-giving trath
(which has been the inspiration of all mankind), and
in her valleys and ugon ber plains civilizstion had
dawn.

The Oceident can with equal truth be said to bo
the offspring or child of tho Orient.
and spiritually the Occident has received its physical
lifo and its religious inspiration from the Oric
the fruit of which is the present occidental o
zation.

During many centuries the peoples of the Bast and
those of the West have been separated by barriers,
racial, religious, geographic and political. So complete
has been segregation that these two halves of
humanity have developed along different lines of
thought, manners and customs, distinct and foreign to
each other.
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Now, in theso lafter days, through the breaking
down of the former material barriers of distance and
facilitating communication, the oriental and occidental
peoples are being forced one upon the other. Through
international relations, the inorease of foreign com-
merce, travel and mingling of people, the Orientals

d Occidentals are daily coming into closer relations
upon the material plave of life,

That which will unite in one common world con-
seiousness these two halves of the human world is
the confidence, trust, and mutual affinity which the
spirit of the Bahi'l faith is creating between the East
and the West. Through the establishment of such
practical institutions of service as will demonstrate
this spiritual unity, the greatest material and spiritual
benefit to all humanity will result. Springing from
this spiritual foundation will be all of those religious,
educational and social activities for which the Bahi'{
Oause stands, and which will eventually unite in one
civilization all the peoples of the world.

Union between the Fast and West can only be
accomplished upon a spiritual foundation. As the Oc-
cident and the Orient meet on a common ground of
religious aflinity then an iutellectual and social unity
in all of its forms, with all of its institutions, will
result.

In the coming epoch of religious, racial and national
wnity, for which the Bah#'i Cause is paving the way,
thero will be no question of supremacy of one peoplo
over an other. All peoples will be members of ono
harmouions world-family, each working to serve, pro-
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tect and help the other. Under this cooperative order,
which is the order of God's Kingdom, the highest civie
and national institutions will be evolved, and the
masses of the people will attain to a state of spiritual
and social development. Thus humanity will attain
to » state of civilization and advancement, the great-
ness of which no one ean now form any conception,

THE ECONOMIC QUESTION.

‘The Bahi?i Ususe teaches cooperation in all affairs.
Through working together for the good of the mass
rather than for the aggrandisement of the individual,
the Babi'ls anticipate that national and economic
affairs will be so regulated that comparatively listle
misery will exiss in the world. There will not be the
extremes of wealth and poverty which now exist, and
all the people, both rich and poor will be better off

Through the stable financial conditions which co-
operation between capital and labor will bring about,
— cooperation for the best good of all concerned —
thie Iaborer will be assured of a liviihood and will bo
enabled to get the best out of lifo; and, upon the other
Dand, the capitalist will be less on the defensive and
less burdened than be is now. Because of the cooper-
ation of all classes, the wealthy will occupy them-
selves more with matters pertaining to the general
welfare of the people, rather than seeking mainly their
own individual enjoyment.

As people come into the spirit of the Bah#'l teaching
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and seo the virtue of cooperation and earry out this
principle, the, great economic problems which now

en the world with dire calamities will disappear
and give place to institusions for the highest good of
mankind, The Babd's believe that eventually through
the diviue couscioussess of the religion of God, the
whole world will recognize the power of this spirit-
ual principle of cooperation, and will apply it iu
matters of every day Jifo: they will solve lifo's mighty
economie problem in all its details and establish barm-
ony, happiness and plenty.

THE METHOD OF TEACHING.

Tho Bahi’f teachings are given without money and
without price. Teachers are usually self-supporting,
giving sheir time and services, the recompense
which is the joy and satisfaction of serving in the
Causo of Truth. In some instances persons of means
have been known to provide traveling and living
expenses, enabling certain speakers and teachers for a
time to extend the fleld of their labors. The Assem-
blies of Bahi'is appropriate funds for teachers who
need assistance to enable them to travel to meet their
sudiences.

Teaching consists of first living the principles of
the Cause in one's inner life, and then speaking to
ofhers, Unless a teacher lives the life of which ho
preaches, his words will have no effect upon the hearts
of others,
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All Bahi'is aro servants of the Cause, and promul-
gate the teachings, cach in his own sphere, each work-
ing according to his ability. Some are able to go about
through the world teaching and preaching, while others
carty on their religious work in conjunction with their
material aflaits. The Bahd'is in no way form a close
sect or cult. They do not soparate themselves from
other people. They work ever outward and in the
world where they are, ever secking to diffuse spiritual
knowledge and to serve humanity.

In the following words'Abdd'l-Bah4 instructs teach-

ers:

The inlention of the teacher must be pure, his heart
independent, his spirit atlracted, his thought af peace,
s resolution firm, his magnanimity exalted and in the
love of God a shining torch,

Should he become as such, his sanctified breafh will
ever affect the rock ; ofhermise there will be no resull what-
soover. As long as a soul is not perfected, how can he ef-
Jace the defects of offers >

Unless he s detached from aught else save God, how
can he loach severance o olhers »

THE BAHA’f ORGANIZATION IN AMERICA.

The Bahd'f organization in Ameriea is similar to that
of the Cause in other countries. In the city or com-
munity where there are nine or more Bahd's, a local
Spiritual Assombly is formed. The duties of his as-
sembly aro to arrange for the meetings of the Bahiis
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and for teaching the divine principles of the religion
and proclaiming its message. The details of this
and other works such as: The building of the
Mashriqu'il-Adhkdr, the education of children, caring
for the poor and the sick, and other activities, are in
the hands of the various special committees appointed
by the Spiritual Assembly.

Each year, usually at the close of the Feast of
Ridvén, commemorative of the declaration of Bahi'i-
11gh at Baghddd, a general Bahi'l convention is held,
the delegates to which are sent from the loeal assem-
blies. These delegates assembled in convention elect
the Natioual Spiritual Assembly, a body consisting of
nine members that manages the general aflairs of the
Opuse in the country. Their term of office is one year.
Their function, which is of general or national impor-
tance, is legislative while the work is done throug
executive committees which handle the business of the
Cause, such as: the teaching of the Cause, the build-
ing of the Mashriquil-Adhr, the publication of Bah't
Jiterature, education of children, the placing of Bahd'i
books in public libraries, the amassing of the archives
of the Cause, etc.

Gontributions are voluntary, and are usually offered
through the local assemblies. These assemblies make.
appropriations which aro sent to a national fund used
for the various activities at the direction of the Na-
tional Spiritual Assembly,
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GROWTH OF THE MOVEMENT

The Movement under the Bfb was practically con-
fined to the Tslamic countries. During the ministry
of Bahi'wllfh the message was taken to various other
countries of the Orient, but later, under the winistra-
tion of Abdi'l-Bahs, it spread around the world, There
are not only centers of Bah'f teaching in China, Japan,
Burma, India, Persia, Turkistfin, Oaucasia, the Turkish
countries, Bgypt, and other oriental lands, but there are
also Bahil’f centers in France, Germany, England, Ttaly
and other parts of Burope, and throughout the United
States and Oanada, South Africa, South Ameriea, Au-
stralia and New Zealand. This growth has been o
comparatively slow but a steady one. It is not limited
by religious or racial conditions. This is proved by
the many heterogeneous elements which this Gause is
assimilating and fusing into one element, the universal
world type of man.

The universality of the principles of truth which the
Bahi'f Cause is tenching is already clearly demon-
strated by the' fact that they appeal to people of
all religions, races, and nationalities, When a soul
is touched by the Bahif spiris, he becomes a citizen
of the world, freed from the limitations of his former
local envirotiment. His social and religious prejudices
inherited from forebears and environment are changed
into a desire to do something toward world brother-
hood through tangible service to his fellow-men. Tn
the Bahi'i meetings, notably those in the Orient,
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one sees Christians, Jews, Musl'ims, Zoroastrians,
Hindus and Buddhists, mingling as brothers and
sating at the same fables. It has been tho writers
privilege to travel extensively and to attend many
such reunions. He has spent much time in tho oriental
countries and has witnessed the spiritual blending of
the Orientand Oceident, which process is being brought
about by the love and devotion of the Bahi'fs, one for
another. Those people are really demonstrating the
power of divine love, as to
overcome all religious and racial antipathy, and produce
real brotherhood and peace.

@
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