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as one, and all men as brothers. Three years ago he was visited by a Cam­
bridge scholar, and gave utterances to sentiments so noble, so Christ-like. 
that we repeat them as our closing words : 

"That all nations should become one in faith and all men as brothers ; 
that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men should be 
strengthened; that diversity of religion should cea�e and differences of race 
be annulled; what harm is there in this? Yet so it shall be. These fruit· 
less strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass away, and the• Most Great Peace' 
shall come. Do not you in Europe need this also ? Let not a man glory 
in this, that he loves his country ; let him rather glory in this, that he loves 
his kind." 

THE SPIRIT AND MISSION OF THE APOSTOLIC 

CHURCH OF ARMENIA. 

BY 0HANNES CHATSCHUMYAN. 

The Armenian Church is the oldest Christian church in the world. 
Because of its past it has a peculiar place among other churches. While 

the church is only one element in the lives of other nations, in Armenia it 
embraces the whole life of the nation. The Armenians love their country, 
because they love Christianity. 

The construction of the Armenian Church is simple and apostolic. It 
is·independent and national. The ordinary clergy are elected by each par­
ish. Each church being free in its home work, they are all bound with one 
another, and so form a unity. The people share largely in the work of the 
church. The clergy exists for the people, and not the people for lhe clergy. 

The Armenian clergy have always been pioneers in the educational 
advancement of the nation. They have been the bringers-in of European 
civilization to their people. They have been first in danger and first in civ­
ilization. 

The spirit of the Armenian Church is tolerant. Every day, in our 
churches, prayers are offered for all those who call on the name of the 
Most High in sincerity. 

The Armenian Church does not like religious disputes. She has 
defended the ideals of Christianity more with the red blood of her children 
than with big volumes of controversies. She has always insisted on the 
brotherhood of all Christians. 

The Armenian Church has a great literature, which has had a vast 
influence over the people. But the purifying influence of our church appears 
chiefly in the family. For an Armenian the family is sacred. Ethnologists 
ask with reason : "How can we explain the continued existence of the 
Armenian nation, through the fire and sword of four thousand years ? " The 
solution of this riddle is in the pure family life. 
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