





MESSAGES TO THE ANTIPODES

He was delighted to learn that you have been successful in finding a house,
and also that you have secured employment, and are becoming established
there. He too hopes that soon it will be possible for your dear husband to
join you.

The news that you had, on more than one occasion, met with Robert Powers
Jr. was also good, as in this way you can reinforce the efforts of each other.

The Guardian urges you, now that you have received this bounty of
becoming a pioneer in a foreign land, to, under all circumstances, remain
at your post, and never to become discouraged, but to rely on the power of
Baha’uw'llah, which is ready to guide and sustain you constantly in your service
to His Faith.

As you know, we have been promised in the Teachings that, if we arise in a
befitting manner to teach the Cause of God, we will be assisted by the hosts
of the Supreme Concourse. The Guardian will pray that you may be given the
necessary strength to carry forward your noble undertaking. His prayers are
constantly surrounding the precious pioneers who have left their homes and
gone forth with such love, such longing and sacrifice, to raise the banner of
the Faith in distant lands.

With warm Bahd’i love,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless your noble endeavours, guide & sustain you always, and
enable you to enrich the record of your splendid services to His Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

29 July 1954
Mr Joseph J. Dobbins

Dear Bahd’i Brother:

Your letter of June 6th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and he
has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

From the facts which you have submitted to him in your letter, it does not
appear to the Guardian to be either feasible or wise, or fair to your children,
for you to leave your home and join Mrs. Dobbins in the New Hebrides.

He would therefore advise you that you remain in Joslin, and that your dear
wife continue her pioneering services alone, until she succeeds in getting the
Faith well established in that virgin area.

He will pray for your son and daughter, as well as yourself, that you may be
assisted in your teaching efforts.

The Guardian was very happy to learn that, although at first many
difficulties were experienced by Mrs. Dobbins in the New Hebrides, yet now
there are many who are interested in the Faith. He was particularly rejoiced to
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know that many among the natives are attracted, as you know it is the native
people of each virgin land who must be reached with the Message. Please
assure her his loving prayers constantly surround her in her meritorious task.

With warm Baha’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless, guide and sustain you, aid you to overcome all obstacles,
and win, in the days to come, great victories in the service of His glorious Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

26 September 1954
Miss Leila V. Clark

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

Your letter of August 31st has been received by the beloved Guardian, and
he has directed me to acknowledge it on his behalf.

Your contribution to the International Interests of the Faith is deeply
appreciated. Receipt is enclosed herewith.

The Guardian is very hopeful that the friends everywhere will arise with
renewed effort in order to spread the Faith far and wide, and particularly to
bring the Message to more and more people.

The first year of the Ten-Year Crusade was marked with the glorious victory
of 100 new countries being opened to the Faith.

May the second year of the Crusade find itself crowned with the glory of
the rapid spread of the Faith in all parts of the world, and the establishment
of many new Spiritual Assemblies. This of course can be accomplished by the
friends in the large centers of Baha’i population dispersing to new areas, and
each and every one trebling their teaching efforts.

The power of the Holy Spirit is descending in torrents, and it only remains
for the individual Bahd’is to arise and serve and teach, in order to receive the
confirmations from on High.

The Guardian assures you of his prayers in your behalf. He sends you his
loving greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy loas, Assistant Secretary

22 October 1954 [Tonga]
Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Blakely, and Mr. Stanley P. Bolton

Dear Baha’i Friends:

Your letter of September 6th has been received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.
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He is happy to know that you have now become established in Tonga, and
are engaged in teaching the Faith there.

Regarding contact with the Queen, as the revered Hand of the Cause, Mr.
Varqa is in poor health, it would not be possible for him to visit the Tonga
Islands. In addition to this, the Guardian believes it is premature at this time
to present the Faith to the Queen. He advises you to be very discreet and very
unofficial in your teaching work, otherwise you may find that all the work
which has been accomplished in Tonga may be jeopardized.

The Guardian is hopeful that Stanley Bolton will make every effort to
return to Tonga, and settle there.

It is much more important to reach the native people of Tonga with the
Faith, than it is to teach the Europeans residing there.

Your devoted services are deeply appreciated, and the Guardian assures you
of his loving prayers.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless your noble and historic efforts, sustain you always, reward
you for your exemplary labours, & aid you to win great ¢ memorable victories,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

25 November 1954 [Ethna Archibald]
PERMITTED PILGRIMAGE FOURTH WEEK JANUARY

4 December 1954 [Solomon Islands]
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Blum

Dear Baha’i friends:

Your welcome letter dated October 2nd has been received by the beloved
Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

The news you conveyed rejoiced his heart. He was particularly happy to
see that one of the Island people has become a follower, and has translated a
pamphlet into Roviana. He approves of this being printed as soon as possible;
and he would like you to express his deep appreciation to this friend for the
spirit in which he has rendered this service at the very outset of his becoming
a believer.

From the report of Mrs Mildred Mottahedeh he learned of the many
hardships you have both endured. He feels that the results in the end will be
all the greater for your sacrifice; and that the example you have set will sink
deep into the hearts of, not only other pioneers, but the local people.

You should by all means progress very cautiously, so as to not to be shoved
off the foothold you have gained with such difficulty.
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You may be sure that he remembers you both, and those you are attracting,
as well as your problems, in his prayers in the Holy Shrines.

He hopes that you are both in good health, and your little daughter too; and
assures you that he remembers your visit here with pleasure, and his loving
thoughts and prayers surround you always.

With warm Bahd’i love,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty Whose Cause you are serving with exemplary dedication,
determination, love & fidelity, reward you a thousandfold for your historic
services, remove all obstacles from your path, & aid you to win great &
memorable victories in the days to come,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

4 December 1954 [New Hebrides]
Mrs. Bertha Dobbins

Dear Bahd’i Sister:

Your letter of October 6th, with the interesting photograph you enclosed,
reached the beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on
his behalf.

The wonderful services you have been rendering in that distant outpost of
the Faith have greatly pleased the Guardian; and he was glad to hear that Mr.
Dobbins was able to join you, that his health is improving, and now his mind
is more at rest, and, as you say, he will be able to visualize you in the place
where you are pioneering.

The Guardian feels that your attitude is correct, and that you cannot be too
careful not to antagonize the authorities in any way. By example, and teaching
where the occasion arises, and where it can give no offence, and through
perseverance, you will no doubt be able to achieve your object of introducing
the Faith of Bahd’v’lldh into these regions.

He feels that we should not lay stress, to new Bahd’is, on the necessity
of giving up smoking, especially as this is purely optional, and many of the
Bahd’is still do smoke. There are many things in the Teachings that require a
stiff effort on the part of a new believer, and we should not add to the hurdles
at the very beginning, so to speak.

He is greatly encouraged over the way the work is going forward in all
continents of the globe and the islands throughout the seven seas. It seems
unbelievable that in so short a time, so much should have been achieved; and
it shows that the days are rapidly approaching when the Cause will go forward
by leaps and bounds, and the masses will become attracted.
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You may be sure he remembers you, your dear husband and those whom
you are teaching, in his prayers in the Holy Shrines; and he urges you to
persevere and be of good cheer.

With warm Bahd’i love, [...]

May the Almighty bless your efforts, guide & sustain you, reward you for your
labours, & enable you to win great victories in the service of His Faith,
Your true brother,

Shoghi

7 December 1954 [New Zealand]
Mr. Bertram M. Dewing

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter of November 22nd has been received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He is happy that your problem regarding your book is becoming adjusted.

Your services in the Faith are deeply appreciated. With the scattering of the
friends to other countries, those who must remain are called upon to shoulder
ever-increasing responsibilities, and to teach with increasing vigour, so that
other new and strong souls may be found who will enlist their services in the
Cause and become its ardent supporters.

In his prayers in the Holy Shrines, he will remember you, and supplicate
that all your efforts in the path of God may be richly blessed.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani
Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

11 December 1954 [Eric Bowes]
POSTPONE PILGRIMAGE

12 December 1954
Mrs. Mariette G. Bolton, 40 Clinton Street, Orange. N.SW., Australia

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

Your letter of November 22nd has been received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

As regards the question you asked him about Mother Dunn’s flat, he
feels that this really is, as you yourself suggested, a matter which concerns
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the National Spiritual Assembly, and should be considered from a business
standpoint, rather than a sentimental one.

He was happy to hear that Stanley and his wife are considering returning to
Tonga, to which he attaches the greatest importance.

You may be sure that in his visits to the Holy Shrines he will pray for you
all, and particularly for your dear husband. He deeply appreciates the tireless
services your entire family render the Faith.

With warm Bahd’i love,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless, guide and sustain you, and enable you to extend the
range of your valued activities, and win great victories in the service of His
glorious Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

14 December 1954 [Gilbert & Ellice Islands]
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Fernie

Dear Bahd’i Friends:

Your letter of September 26th with enclosure has been received by the
beloved Guardian, and I have been instructed to answer you on his behalf.
The Guardian is delighted that you now have a new native believer, who seems
to be a man of great spiritual capacity.

The Guardian has written a letter of welcome to Mr. Kanare, which he
would like you to please deliver to him.

He deeply appreciates your sacrificial services and your devotion, and
assures you of his prayers for the abundant success of all your labours in
the Faith.

With loving Baha’{ greetings,

R. Rabbani
May the Almighty reward you abundantly for your splendid labours, guide every
step you take, & fulfil every desire you cherish, for the promotion of His Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

14 December 1954 [Gilbert & Ellice Islands]

Mr. Peter Kanare

Dear Baha’{ Brother:

Your letter of September 26th has been received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

423



MESSAGES TO THE ANTIPODES

It gives him the greatest joy to welcome you as a co-worker into the service
of Bahd’v’lldh. He feels that, as this new World Faith spreads throughout the
Islands of the Pacific, it will not only find many worthy souls, receptive and
longing to hear of it, but through them it will be carried to the people of the
Islands, who have a great tradition behind them, and who will help establish
the Order Bahd’u’llah has created for this Day, bringing their own peculiar
abilities and characteristics as a contribution to its service.

He urges you to be very discreet in spreading this Message. We do not wish
to become a source of discord, or arouse opposition, as no doubt Mr. and Mrs.
Fernie have already told you.

You may be sure that the Guardian will pray for you in the Shrines, and he
sends you his loving greetings.

Yours in the service of the Faith,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless, guide & sustain you, & enable you to promote the best
interests of His Faith,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

24 December 1954 [Greta Janko, Society Islands]
APPRECIATE MESSAGE FROM PAPEETE ASSURE LOVING PRAYERS

31 December 1954 [India]
Mr. Shapoor Soheili

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your loving letter of December 7th has come to hand, outlining the
problems confronting your with regard to your place of pioneering service.

The Guardian feels that you may make your choice as to whether to go to
New Caledonia in the hope of entering the Loyalty Islands from there; or go to
Ethiopia, in the hope of entering British Somaliland. Whichever seems most
feasible to you will be satisfactory to the Guardian, and approved by him.

He feels sure you will be divinely guided, and that you will be able to win
great victories for the Faith.

He assures you of his prayers in your behalf, and sends you his
loving greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas, Assistant Secretary
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1 January 1955 [New Zealand Summer School]

ASSURE ATTENDANTS FERVENT LOVING PRAYERS ATTAINMENT OF
OBJECTIVES SHOGHI

5 January 1955 [Yerrinbool Summer School]
APPRECIATE GREETINGS ASSURE LOVING PRAYERS

6 January 1955
Miss Kitty Carpenter

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your letter of December 21st with enclosure has been received by the
beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He is happy to know that the New Zealand Haziratu’l-Quds is being made
attractive for the many activities that will take place in this Center, and he
hopes it will become the means of the greatest unity and loving cooperation
among the friends.

He assures all the friends in New Zealand of his deep appreciation of their
devoted services.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Beloved bless, guide ¢ sustain you, & enable you to promote, at all
times, the vital interests of His Faith,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

5 February 1955 [Eric & Marjorie Bowes]
Dear Baha’{ Friends:

Your letter of Jan. 19th has been received, and the beloved Guardian has
instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He is always sorry to have to postpone the friends coming to Haifa,
especially when they come from far! But, as he takes them in priority of request
- and the space, so to speak, is all filled up until well on in next winter - he had
to put your family off too. He hopes a future date will be feasible for you.

As to your plans in Europe: he feels any teaching and visiting you could
do to weak centers and surrounding Island goals in and near Britain would
be a welcome asset to the work; you should consult the British N.S.A. and the
European Teaching Committee.
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He deeply values your family’s devoted labours for the promotion of the
Faith, and assures you of his loving prayers.

With Bahd’i love,
R. Rabbani

May the Beloved bless your efforts, & guide your steps in the service of our
beloved Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

22 February 1955 [Mariana Islands]
Mrs. Cynthia Olson

Dear Bahd’i Sister:

The beloved Guardian was greatly delighted to receive your letter of
January 26th, coming from the Mariana Islands, one of the goal areas of the
Ten Year Crusade.

The contribution which you have sent is greatly appreciated. Receipt is
enclosed herewith, made out in the names of your husband and yourself. The
Guardian feels it is of spiritual importance that a contribution has come from
that difficult territory, because it links it spiritually with the World Centre of
the Faith.

The Guardian wishes to assure you of his prayers in your behalf. He
likewise assures you of his prayers for your dear husband. He hopes that every
problem will be overcome, so that you two may serve together in the Marianas
for the development and expansion of the Faith.

The Guardian will likewise pray for Mr. Mackey, who he hopes will become
an active Bahd’i, and will be able to render outstanding services to the Cause
of God.

The Guardian sends you his loving greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy loas, Assistant Secretary

11 March 1955 [Edith Danielson]
DELIGHTED LOVING PRAYERS

16 March 1955 [Frank Wyss]
POSTPONE PILGRIMAGE
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17 March 1955

National Youth Committee of Australia and New Zealand

Dear Baha’{ Friends:

The beloved Guardian appreciates your Naw-Ruz Greetings, which he
reciprocates, and will pray for your success in the Holy Shrines.

With warm Bahd’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani

7 April 1955
Mr H. Collis Featherstone

Dear Bahd’i Brother:

Your loving letter of March 19th, has been received by the beloved
Guardian, and he has directed me to acknowledge it on his behalf. The
contribution you have made to the International Fund is greatly appreciated,
Receipt is enclosed herewith.

The Guardian greatly values your devoted and sacrificial services to
the Cause of God, as well as those of your dear wife. He will pray for your
guidance and confirmation; that every obstacle may be removed from your
path, and you be enabled to render distinguished and outstanding service to
our beloved Faith.

The Guardian enjoyed reading the copies of the Koala News which you
attached to your letter.

He attached the utmost importance to the Incorporation of the Local
Assemblies, and he hopes you will meet with every success in your presentation
to the Parliament in South Australia of a bill which will automatically
incorporate the existing five Assemblies in South Australia, as well as other
Assemblies as they come in to being.

The Guardian hopes likewise you will be successful in your efforts to have
the remaining virgin areas settled. In this connection, he understands that the
Cocos Islands are to become a part of the Australian nation soon, and those
living on the Islands will be Australian citizens. If that is the case, couldn't
some one from Australia pioneer, without difficulty, in the Cocos. He would
welcome this being done, if at all possible.

The Guardian was also happy to learn of the active steps being taken to
translate the literature; and welcomes the report that the literature is now
being disseminated in Roviana. In this connection, he asks that you send the
Blums, his deep appreciation of their services. He values them most highly,
and prays for their complete success.
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The Guardian sends you his loving Greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

9 April 1955
Miss Margaret Forrest

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

Your letter of March 15th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He was very happy to hear of your activities in the service of the Faith; and
particularly that in Brisbane, the Bahd’is - a united Group, which attracts
the unfailing blessings of God, - are able to work with foreign students. The
teaching of foreign students forms an excellent concomitant to the work in the
pioneer field. Many times people from distant lands are converted abroad, and
return to either carry the Message to their own country for the first time, or
support the labours of some isolated and patient pioneer.

The Guardian thinks perhaps a different approach to the aborigines
might attract them; one of being interested in their lives and their folklore,
and of trying to become their friend, rather than trying to change them or
improve them.

If you could form a friendship with an aborigine who had more spiritual
and mental capacity than the average, you might find out that out of this
friendship would spring an interest in the Faith; but no doubt great patience is
required to enter into the thought of these people, so different from ourselves
in background and training.

He feels you should concentrate on teaching people who will be able to
grasp the Faith; and, although work with spastic children is no doubt highly
meritorious as a philanthropic activity, in view of the fact that only we Baha’is
can give the Message to the people in these dark days, he thinks it is a pity for
a Bahd’i to waste too much time on that kind of work. Direct teaching is more
important, especially teaching the aborigines.

He will certainly pray for you and your dear mother, that you may be
successful in serving the Faith of Bahd’w’lldh.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani
Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi
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28 April 1955 [National Convention]

DEEPEST APPRECIATION MESSAGE CONVENTION FERVENTLY
SUPPLICATING UNPRECEDENTED BLESSINGS URGE RENEWED EFFORTS
ATTAINMENT GOALS PLAN DEEPEST LOVE SHOGHI

29 April 1955 [National Convention]

DEEPLY APPRECIATE CONVENTION MESSAGE. APPEAL ASSEMBLED
DELEGATES DELIBERATE URGE LOCAL COMMUNITIES ARISE COURSE
LAST YEAR SECOND PHASE TEN YEAR PLAN REDOUBLE EFFORTS
ATTAINMENT GOALS PARTICULARLY MULTIPLICATION CENTERS
ASSEMBLIES EXPEDITE LOCAL INCORPORATION TRANSLATION
LITERATURE INTENSIFICATION TEACHING CONSOLIDATION NEWLY
OPENED TERRITORIES ESTABLISHMENT NATIONAL ENDOWMENTS.
FERVENTLY SUPPLICATING UNPRECEDENTED BLESSINGS MUCH LOVED
GREATLY ADMIRED VALIANT COMMUNITIES ANTIPODES SHOGHI

30 April 1955 [Fiji]
Mr. Nur Ali

Dear Bahd’i Brother:

Your letter of April 19th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and he
has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

The Guardian feels that medicine would offer your son a much wider field
of service to the Baha’{ Faith; and that, since you are such a devoted and
harmonious family, you should try and give the boy a medical training, if he

likes medicine.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

P.S. I should like to add that he is very happy indeed over the progress being
made in Fiji, the purchase of the Baha’{ Headquarters and the incorporation
of the Assembly. He urges you and all the friends, to persevere in your teaching
work and consolidate the foundations already laid in that important outpost
of our glorious Faith.

May the Almighty bless your meritorious labours, guide every step you take,
remove all obstacles from your path, & enable you to consolidate the splendid
work that has been initiated in that far-off and highly important centre,

Your true brother,

Shoghi
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4 May 1955
Mrs. Maysie Almond,

Dear Baha'i Sister:

Your loving letter of April 2nd was received by the beloved Guardian and he
has directed me to acknowledge it on his behalf.

Your contribution which you have sent in the nature of your Huquq is
greatly appreciated. The Guardian greatly appreciates your gift and the deep
spirit of devotion which is behind it. Receipt is enclosed herewith.

The beloved Guardian rejoices over the victories being won all over the
Baha'f World. He is hopeful that the “lagging” on the home fronts, will be
overcome by the Bahd'is generally in renewed teaching efforts. The goal is
more Bahd'ls, more Assemblies!

The Friends should not delay in this “most important of all work”, feeling
they have until 1963 to disperse — to teach — to establish new Assemblies.
They should win the goals now. In foreign fields, new Assemblies are being
established daily — why not on the home front?

The Guardian assures you of his prayers in your behalf. He sends you his
loving Greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas, Assistant Secretary

19 June 1955
James Chittleborough

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter to our beloved Guardian dated May 16, has been received, and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

By dispersal the Guardian means the friends should get away entirely from
the large centers of population and, leaving a nucleus of about 15 Bahd’is to
maintain the Local Assembly, go settle, live and teach in new towns, cities
and even villages. Naturally, it is no service to the Cause to disperse if it
breaks up an existing Assembly. The purpose of dispersal is to create more
Assemblies over a wider area. Until a given Assembly can spare some of its
local Community to go out and settle, they should by all means at least do
extension teaching.

The status of Adelaide and adjacent Communities is a matter for the N.S.A.
to decide.

In the instance you cited about the friend who, with independent means was
willing to go out and sell her home and move to a new area, he feels she would
have done better to go. You had more than 9 members in your community;
you could have found another place to meet. This is just the type of pioneering
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the Guardian is urging. Those who can go should go. Others will arise locally
to take their places.
He will pray for the success of your devoted labours to promote the Faith.

With warm Baha’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

27 June 1955 [New Hebrides]
Mr Peter Kaltoli

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Our beloved Guardian was extremely happy to receive your letter to him
dated May 10th. He welcomes you into the service of our glorious Faith and
feels sure you will be able to bring the knowledge of Bahd’w’lldh to many of
your fellow countrymen out there.

The first step is to teach the Faith. As the number of Bahd’{s increases the
pattern of a future, a truly spiritual society, will emerge, and as it unfolds will
influence ever increasingly the way of life of the masses of the people. It is like
the dawn, gradually becoming lighter until the full light of the day comes.

Please give his loving greetings to dear Mrs Dobbins who has left her home
and gone so far to carry to you the Message of Bahd’u’llah.

The Guardian will pray for your success in every way and for your dear
family as well.

With warmest Baha’i love,

R. Rabbani
May the Almighty bless every effort you exert, & fulfil every hope you cherish, for
the promotion of our beloved Faith, & aid you to win great victories in its service,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

26 August 1955
Mr. James Chittleborough

Dear Baha’i Brother:

The beloved Guardian has received your letter of July 22nd, and has
instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

In regard to your questions regarding dispersal, the Guardian has laid
down the general principle. Now you should consult the National Spiritual
Assembly as to the purely minor questions, such as those raised in your letter.
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The important thing is to go forth, and either pioneer in a virgin area, or go
to some locality where there is a group established, and help them, by teaching
and by your services to the Faith there, to reach Assembly status.

With warm Baha’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

3 September 1955
Mr. Stanley Bolton

Dear Baha'i Brother:

Your letter of August 7th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and he
has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

The article you enclosed, written by Stanley Jr. on Tonga, was read
with interest.

The Guardian is delighted to learn that Stanley Jr. is planning to return to
Tonga. His labours were meeting with great success there, and the Guardian
has always hoped he would return to his pioneering post.

He wishes me to express to you his deep appreciation of the devoted services
your entire family are constantly engaged in rendering the Faith so dear to all
your hearts.

He remembers you all in this loving prayers.

With warm Bahd'{ greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty, Whose Cause you serve so devotedly & well, reward you for
your splendid accomplishments, & enable you to enrich continually the record of
your historic services to His Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

13 September 1955
Mrs. Jean Millway

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your letter of August 20th with enclosure has been received by the beloved
Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He greatly appreciates your contribution given to help the dear persecuted
Bahd’{s in Persia. Receipt is enclosed.
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The Guardian feels it is very appropriate that you have made a contribution
to the “Save the Persecuted” fund. The Guardian will see that this money
reaches its proper goal in Persia. The persecutions have been very severe
indeed. However apparently the concerted efforts of the friends all over the
world and their prayers, have ameliorated the condition, because there have
been no outward manifestations of ill treatment recently.

The Guardian greatly values the services and sacrifices of the friends in
Australia and New Zealand. He feels sure they will reach new heights in their
services during the coming year. The persecutions in Persia have touched the
hearts of many, and it should be a good opportunity for the friends to win
many converts to the Faith.

He assures you of his prayers in your behalf.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

7 October 1955
Mrs. Mariette G. Bolton, 40 Clinton Street, Orange. N.S.W. Australia

Dear Baha’i Sister:

The beloved Guardian has received your letter of recent date, and has
instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

You may anoint the friends in New Zealand with the attar of rose which you
received from the Guardian when you were in Haifa.

He urges you to impress on the believers in New Zealand the tremendous
importance of the teaching work. They should do their utmost in every
possible way to add to the number of localities where believers are found; and
then, by their devoted teaching efforts, confirm more souls in these centers,
and bend their energies toward the establishment of more Local Assemblies.
In this way they will build a broad and strong foundation for the future
National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of New Zealand.

The Guardian is happy to know that you are serving the Faith in Orange;
and he hopes you will seize every opportunity to teach, so that before long
others may be encouraged to join you and reinforce you in your noble work.

He deeply appreciates your devoted services, and prays that success may
attend your efforts.

With warm Bahd’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani

433



MESSAGES TO THE ANTIPODES

May the Almighty abundantly reward you for your unforgettable and exemplary
services, guide, sustain and bless you always, and aid you to enrich continually
the record of your past accomplishments,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

7 October 1955
Mr. James J. Chittleborough

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter of September 8th has been received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

It pleased him greatly to learn that you have moved to Naracoorte in order
to bring the Faith to this new center. He considers this a very valuable move;
and deeply appreciates your devoted spirit and your determination to see the
Cause advance.

The Guardian hopes your affairs may soon become adjusted; so that your
dear wife and children may join you.

He assures you of his prayers that your efforts may be richly rewarded; and
that in a short time, others will, through you, decide to join the ranks of the
followers of Bahd’uw’llh.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,

R. Rabbani
May the Beloved bless, guide & sustain you, & enable you to extend the range of
your services to His Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

9 September 1955
Mrs. Gertrude Squelch.

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your letter of August 13th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He will remember your dear husband in his prayers, and hopes that his
health may soon improve, so that you can continue together to serve the Faith
so dear to you.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani
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Assuring you of my loving & fervent prayers for your dear husband, & for the
success of your efforts for the promotion of our beloved Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

7 October 1955
Mrs. Gertrude Squelch.

Dear Bahd’i Sister:

Your letter of September 9th has been received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He was grieved to hear of the passing of your dear husband. He assures you
of his heartfelt sympathy in this physical separation from your loved one; and
will pray for his progress and happiness in the spiritual worlds.

He urges you now to assist in the establishment of new centers. This work
is of the utmost importance, and highly meritorious; and will attract to you
define blessings and assistance.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

Assuring you of my loving & fervent prayers for the progress of the soul of your
departed husband, as well as for your spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

21 October 1955
Miss Margaret Forrest

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your letter of September 21st has been receive by the beloved Guardian, and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He was most happy to learn that your father has now become a Bahd’{; and
extends to him through you a warm welcome into the Faith. He knows that
this rejoices your own heart, and that of your dear mother. If his illness has
been the cause of his determining to take this step, then it has been a great
bounty to him. Please assure him of the Guardian’s prayers for him.

He will also remember you and your mother in his supplications.

With warm Bahd’i greetings,
R. Rabbani
Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,
Your true brother,
Shoghi
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28 October 1955
Miss Kitty B. Carpenter

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your letter of October 4th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

If the condition of the health of your parents is such that your presence
is really needed, then you should not leave them. If, however, there is some
other relative who could care for them, then you could help with the work
in the South Island, and aid the friends in establishing the Faith on a solid
foundation there.

The Guardian was happy to learn that your nephew in the South Island has
now become a Bahd’i, as a result of your having spent some time visiting him.
He hopes your nephew will determine, from the very beginning of his Baha’i
life, to teach within the limited sphere of his neighbours and friends in that
isolated locality.

Your devotion and service to the Faith are deeply appreciated you may
be sure.

With warm Bahd’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Beloved, whose Faith you promote, with such a devotion, zeal and
perseverance, bountifully reward you, and aid you to extend continually the
scope of your splendid achievements.

Your true brother,
Shoghi

26 November 1955 [Frank Wyss]

WELCOME PILGRIMAGE WITH BILL WASHINGTON SECOND
WEEK FEBRUARY

26 November 1955 [Charles Mackay, Mariana Islands]
WELCOME PILGRIMAGE THIRD WEEK FEBRUARY

14 December 1955 [Mariana Islands]
Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Olson

Dear Baha’i Friends:

Your letter of November 30th with enclosure has been received by the
beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

Your contribution to the international interests of the Faith is deeply
appreciated. Receipt is enclosed herewith.
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The beloved Guardian was very happy indeed to learn of your activities,
and the fact that you are settling in Inarajan. He is also happy that your affairs
are taking a favourable turn, and that you have been successful in business, as
well as securing a favourable place to live. He hopes that all of this may assist
you in teaching the Cause and winning many of the people of Guam to the
Faith, particularly the natives.

The Guardian will pray for the guidance and confirmation of Mr. Quesada,
that he may be confirmed in the Faith and become an ardent supporter of its
teachings and institutions.

The Guardian greatly values the sacrifices and devotion which animates
you in your labours for the Cause of God. He is sure you will be richly blessed
by the beloved Master. He sends you his loving greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

4 January 1956 [Yerrinbool Summer School]

DEEPLY APPRECIATE MESSAGE LOVING FERVENT PRAYERS SUCCESS
DELIBERATIONS ATTAINMENT GOALS SHOGHI

4 January 1956 [New Zealand Summer School]

DEEPEST LOVING APPRECIATION MESSAGE FERVENTLY SUPPLICATING
ATTAINMENT GOALS GREAT VICTORIES SHOGHI

24 January 1956 [Bill Washington, New Caledonia]
Mr. W. Washington

Dear Bah4’i Brother:

Your letter was received by the beloved Guardian and he has instructed me
to answer you on his behalf.

He considers your decision to not make the pilgrimage at the present time,
but remain at your post, was certainly the right one, and be feels sure that at
a future date you will be able to come. If you let him know some months in
advance when it would be possible for you to come, he will inform you whether
it is possible to make arrangements at this end to receive you at that time.

As you know, he attaches great importance to the Loyalty Islands, and
he assures you he will pray that the way may open for you to assist in the
establishment of the Faith there, either through settling or interesting a
Loyalty Islander.

He is very happy over the pioneer services you are rendering, and wishes
you every success.

With warmest Baha’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani
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May the Almighty bless your historic efforts, guide and sustain you always, and
enable you to render memorable services to His Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

2 February 1956 [New Hebrides]
Mrs Bertha Dobbins

Dear Bahd’i Sister:

Your letter of Dec. 31st, with photos enclosed, has been received and the
beloved Guardian has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

The wonderful news you conveyed to him of the spread of the Faith to other
Islands, the devotion of these new believers, and the work that you are doing
to attract more, gave him great joy. Baha'u’llah has indeed blessed your efforts,
and the joint sacrifice you and Mr. Dobbins have made in order to accomplish
this work of the Crusade.

He considers the spread of the Cause to other Islands of great importance,
as well as the translation work.

Nothing will so deeply affect the hearts of people who have been hurt and
offended by the attitude of white supremacy as to consort with them as full
equals - as indeed they are. He is very glad you are doing this.

He will pray in the Holy Shrines for your success in every way, and
please give his love to the believers there and tell them he hopes some day
some of them will journey here to meet him, be his pilgrim-guests, and visit
the Shrines.

Much love,
R. Rabbani

May the Beloved, whose Cause you serve with such constancy, love & devotion,
guide & sustain you always, & enable you to win great victories in the days
to come,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

16 February 1956 [Hawaii]
Mr. Roy Fernie

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter of February 7th with photograph enclosed has been received by
the beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

Although he was very happy to hear the news of the number of believers
that you and your dear wife have made in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, he
was very sorry to hear of your expulsion.
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As he has already informed the British National Assembly, we must do all
in our power to stay on good terms with the Authorities, even though they are
incited against us by missionaries or other enemies of the Faith, and may treat
us with injustice.

He will certainly pray that the way may open for you to return; and, in the
meantime, he feels that your wife is doing the right thing by staying at her
post, however great the personal sacrifice involved for you both.

Your devoted services have been deeply appreciated by him, and greatly
admired by Baha’is in other pioneer posts, who have to sow, alas, in less
fertile soil!

With warmest Baha’i greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Beloved bless, guide & sustain you, reward you abundantly for your
historic & meritorious labours, & enable you to enrich the record of your services
in the days to come,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

22 February 1956
Mrs. Mariette G. Bolton, 9 Martin Place, Sydney, N.S.W. Australia

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

Your letter of January 26th has been received by the beloved Guardian; and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He was very happy to hear of the teaching trips you have been making and
will make to New Zealand; and he feels sure that these greatly stimulate and
encourage the friends.

He was also happy to hear of the progress of the work in Orange; and that
your dear family are well and you now have a grandson. He assures you he will
pray for you all in the Holy Shrines and for the success of your tireless labours.

With warmest Bahd’1 love,

R. Rabbani
May the Beloved bless, guide and sustain you, and aid you to enrich continually
the record of your splendid services,

Your true brother,
Shoghi
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15 March 1956
Mr. James Chittleborough

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter of January 17th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He was happy to learn that you and your dear family are now settled in
Naracoorte. He urges you to put forth every effort, so that Baha'w’llah may
assist you to find and confirm in the Faith a number of prepared souls, and
aid you to establish His Cause on a firm foundation in your new environment.

He deeply appreciates your spirit, and assures you of his prayers.
R. Rabbani

Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

21 March 1956 [Rose Hawthorne]
ASSURE FERVENT PRAYERS SHOGHI

8 April 1956 [Guam Assembly, Mariana Islands]
DELIGHTED ASSURE LOVING PRAYERS

April 1956 [National Convention, Australia and New Zealand]

DEEPLY APPRECIATE CONVENTION MESSAGE APPEAL ASSEMBLED
DELEGATES DELIBERATE URGE LOCAL COMMUNITIES ARISE COURSE
LAST YEAR SECOND PHASE YEAR PLAN TRY DOUBLE EFFORTS
ATTAINMENT GOALS PARTICULARLY MULTIPLICATION CENTRES
ASSEMBLIES EXPEDITE LOCAL INCORPORATION TRANSLATION
LITERATURE INTENSIFICATION TEACHING CONSOLIDATION NEWLY
OPENED TERRITORIES ESTABLISHMENT NATIONAL ENDOWMENTS
FERVENTLY SUPPLICATING UNPRECEDENTED BLESSINGS MUCH LOVED
GREATLY ADMIRED VALIANT COMMUNITIES ANTIPODES SHOGHI

23 April 1956 [Mariana Islands]
The Bahd’is of Guam

Dear Bahd’i Friends:

Your letter of April 4th was received, and the beloved Guardian was very
touched indeed to see some of the Baha’i prayers in the language of the
Mariana Islands. This good news reached him at the time of the Ridvan
Festival, and made him very happy.
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He assures you all of his loving prayers, and urges you to persevere and
never lose heart.

With warmest Baha’i greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless, guide & sustain you, & aid you to win great victories in
the days to come,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

27 April 1956 [National Convention]

DEEPEST APPRECIATION MESSAGE CONVENTION FERVENTLY
SUPPLICATING UNPRECEDENTED BLESSINGS URGE RENEWED EFFORTS
ATTAINMENT GOALS PLAN DEEPEST LOVE SHOGHI

27 April 1956

Mr. H. Collis Featherstone,
24 Hargrave Street, Semaphore, South Australia

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your loving letter of April 4th was duly received, and its contents presented
to the beloved Guardian.

He was greatly delighted to receive the information that you sent with
regard to the translations into new languages, and the victories in the teaching
field. The spirit of confirmation seems to be descending over the entire South
and South-East Pacific areas, and the victories being won everywhere indicate
how badly the divine teachings are needed in those areas.

The beloved Guardian states he does not recognize the purported extract
from a Tablet of Baha'w’llah concerning Enoch. He could not therefore rule on
its authenticity without seeing the original Tablet. Even if it should come from
a Writing of Baha’uw’llah, the translation is extremely poor....

If I might inject a personal thought, it is that I believe this purported extract
from a Tablet of Bahd’w’lldh can only refer to the initial paragraph which is
quoted and which does read like Baha’{ literature. However the balance of
the document appears to me to be quotations from the “Book of Enoch” or a
book covering the teachings of Enoch. A number of years ago, there was some
interest developed concerning manuscripts which were found, which were
purported to be writings of an early Prophet who they thought was Enoch. I
had both books referred to, and this reads like it is quoted directly from one of
the books. I recall the interest amongst the Bahd’is in this matter in the days
of my youth, and it was prior to the time of the departure of Father Dunn for
Australia and New Zealand. He no doubt took it with him.
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There must be some misunderstanding on the part of Baha’{s in Burnside
with regard to the readings at a Nineteen Day Feast. The Writings of the Béb
and Bahd’w’lldh can certainly be read any time at any place; likewise the
Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 are read freely during the spiritual part of the Feast.
The Guardian has instructed that during the spiritual part of the feast, his
own Writings should not be read. In other words, during the spiritual part of
the Feast, readings should be confined to the Writings of the Bab, Bahd’u’llah
and to a lesser extent, of the Master; but during that part of the Feast the
Guardian’s Writings should not be read. During the period of administrative
discussion of the Feast, then the Guardian’s Writings may be read. Of course
during the administrative part of the Feast there can be no objection to the
reading of the Writings of the Bab, Bahd’u’llah or ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

With loving Bahd’{ greetings,
I am, Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

27 April 1956
Mr H. Collis Featherstone

Dear Bah4’i Brother:

Your loving letter of April 13th, has just come to hand, with the very
thrilling letter from Mr. Hancock, telling of his joyous experiences on the trip
from Rabaul to New Ireland.

Knowing the Guardian would be interested in reading Mr. Hancock’s
letter, I submitted it to him. He was very happy to learn of the reception of
the universal teachings of the Faith in that promising land, and he hopes
the Faith will grow in depth in the hearts of the people. His advice is that
rather than spread rapidly, and form new patterns of life too quickly, that the
teachers concentrate on a few strong capable souls, and see that they are fully
confirmed and deepened in the Faith, before spreading to larger numbers.
Otherwise, when opposition comes, the local people will not be sufficiently
deepened in the Faith, to enable them to stand the pressure.

The Guardian assures the Friends, particularly Mr. Hancock of his prayers
in their behalf; that they may be both guided and confirmed in their work,
and many souls become standard bearers of the new Day, in that area.

With loving Bahd’{ Greetings, I am,
Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas
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30 April 1956 [Guam]
Mr. Robert B. Powers, Jr.

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter of April 9th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and he
has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

The cabled news he received a few days ago that an Assembly had been
formed on Guam was a source of great pleasure to him; and he feels proud
indeed of the achievement of the Bahd’is out there, including your dear self.
Just the other day he had occasion to write your father, who is very proud of
you and very happy that you have been able to go back as a pioneer to Guam.

The Guardian assures you that he will pray for your success and that of the
new Assembly, in the Holy Shrines.

As you know, he attaches great importance to the natives of the country
becoming believers; and he hopes that the Message will spread rapidly
amongst them.

With warmest Baha’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Beloved bless every effort you exert in the service of His Faith, reward
you for your meritorious labours, & enable you to win memorable victories in
the days to come,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

1 May 1956 [Tonga]
Mrs Elsa Blakely

Dear Baha’{ Sister:

Your welcome letter of April 18th was received and brought great joy to the
heart of our beloved Guardian.

Please assure the Baha’is of Eua that the beautiful gift they are sending him
will be placed in the Mansion of Baha'u'llah, amongst historical documents
and contributions from friends in far parts of the world, as well as some of the
sacred relics of Baha'w’llah which are on view in this Bahd’{ Holy Place.

He was very happy indeed to hear that the Tongan friends are teaching
the Cause themselves to their own people, and assisting you and your dear
husband in spreading the Message in those islands. The Polynesians for many
centuries, ever since the white man contacted them, have been admired for
their fine characteristics and the nobility of their spirit. It would be a great
contribution to the world-wide character of our Faith to have people of this
race active in its service and representing what their race has to give, as time

goes on, in joint Bahd’i national and international councils. Your services
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there are very deeply appreciated, and the work you are accomplishing, very
dear to his heart. He sends you and your husband his loving greetings, as well
as all the friends in those islands; and assures you all of his prayers for your
success, in the Holy Shrines.

With warmest Bahd’{ love,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless continually your highly meritorious efforts, guide every
step you take, & fulfil every desire you cherish, for the promotion of His Faith,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

3 May 1956 [New Caledonia]
Mr. W. Washington

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter of February 21st has been received by the beloved Guardian, and
he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He hopes that it will be possible for you to make the pilgrimage some time
during next winter.

He thinks you did quite right to remain there in preference to coming with
Frank Wyss and perhaps jeopardizing your work, to which he attaches the
greatest importance.

He hopes that you have been able to get a residence visa, and thinks that
your attitude as to how to go about it, is very sound.

You may be sure he will pray for you and Mr. and Mrs. Soheili, as well as
for those you are teaching in those Islands. He wishes you every success, and
urges you to persevere.

With loving Bahd’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani

Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success and spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

6 May 1956 [Caroline Islands]
Miss Virginia Breaks

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

Your letter of April 18th has been received by the beloved Guardian, and
he has directed me to acknowledge it on his behalf. Your contribution to
the International Interests of the Faith is deeply appreciated. Receipt is
enclosed herewith.
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The beloved Guardian was deeply impressed with your outline of teaching
work which you have been able to accomplish during the past two years and
the interest which has been developed.

Now that you have become acquainted and well-established and will not
have to travel so much, the Guardian sincerely hopes you will be able to devote
more time to the teaching of the native people, so that a goodly number may
become firm in the Faith. He feels that this vast territory, which has been
spiritually asleep for so long is now awakening, and he hopes through your
diligent efforts, many may find the light of Divine Guidance.

The Guardian assures you that he will pray diligently in your behalf for
the success of your work and that divine confirmations may be with you at all
times. He sends you his loving greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

9 May 1956 [Papua New Guinea]
Miss Violet Hoehnke

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your welcome letter of April 28th was received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He is very happy indeed to see that there is now a Group in Pt. Moresby;
and that the believer whom you were able to confirm in Manus is still there.
Please convey to him the loving greetings of the Guardian, and assure him of
his prayers that he may give the Message to many of his people.

He will also pray that your efforts to create a friendly relationship with the
Administrator will be successful. Generally speaking, it is not wise to involve
the higher officials too much in our work; but it is good to let them know, when
this seems indicated, what we are doing, and create good will on their part.

For the time being, he thinks that, as long as the Government moved you
away from Manus, you should not try to get back there, but continue where
you are, building up the local work and quietly teaching as many natives as
you can. If we attract the attention of the officials and the missionaries to
us too much, we will jeopardize our work in many of these backward places
in the world where there is a definite racial problem, either nascent or well-
developed.

It would naturally be better if you could get back to one of the places where
you would be more in contact with the natives; but under no circumstances
should you risk your position or antagonize the Authorities, as you have a
much stronger hold on the situation through being their employee.

With warm Bahd’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani
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May the Almighty shower His blessings on your meritorious and historic work in
the service of His Faith, reward you for your labours, & aid you to win great &
memorable victories in the days to come,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

29 May 1956 [Rolf Schiller]
POSTPONE PILGRIMAGE

2 July 1956 [Gilbert & Ellice Islands]

Mrs. Elena Marsella Fernie

Dear Bahd’i Sister:

Your letters of May 23rd & June 4th have been received by the beloved
Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He has approved of having another pioneer replace you, but you should
remain at your post until the pioneer arrives, and you can safely hand over the
work, so important, so historic and so delicate, to your replacement.

He remembers you always in his prayers in the Holy Shrines. He wishes
me to express his great appreciation to you and your dear husband for the
wonderful services rendered, and the great sacrifices you have both so lovingly
made, and which have resulted in such a rich harvest.

The Guardian would like you to particularly convey his encouragement
and admiration to Peter for his fine spirit and devotion. He also sends his love
to all the friends there.

With warm Bahd’i greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Spirit of Bahd’w’lldh, Whose Cause you serve with such exemplary
devotion, abundantly reward you for your unforgettable ¢ truly historic
services, & graciously assist you to overcome all obstacles, & win still more
glorious victories,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

1 August 1956
Mrs. Mariette Bolton, 40 Clinton Street, Orange. N.S.W. Australia

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your letter of June 27th. has been received by the beloved Guardian, and he
has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He urges you to continue, single-mindedly, and with the same whole-
hearted devotion you have always shown, to work for the Faith so dear to your
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heart. The petty irritations fade away, but the concrete services to God remain
forever. You must be very happy that you are assisted and strengthened by
God to promote His Cause.

The Guardian assures you he deeply values your spirit, and he will
remember you in his loving prayers.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,
R. Rabbani

May the Spirit of Bahdw’lldh sustain you always in your greatly valued
endeavours, remove every obstacle in your path, and graciously assist you to win
still greater victories in the service of His Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

5 September 1956

Mr. Percy G. Leadley,
Secretary, Regional Teaching Committee for New Zealand

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your letter of August 3rd with enclosure has been received by the beloved
Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He was happy to see this report of the activities of the Bahd’(s in New
Zealand, and will be pleased to receive a copy of your News Letter regularly.

The Guardian wishes your committee and the believers there to know that
he has high hopes for their future achievements in that far-oft land, where
they are now on the threshold of that historic event, the election of their own
National Spiritual Assembly. He deeply values their devotion, and the eager
and fervent character of their services.

With warm Bahd’{ greetings,

R. Rabbani
Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,
Your true brother,

Shoghi

6 September 1956
Mrs. Clara Dunn
Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

The beloved Guardian has instructed me to inform you that he has recently
arranged for the equivalent of 500 Sterling Pounds to be sent you, for your
Continental Fund. This money when received, should therefore be put in your
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Continental Fund, to assist the Hand of the Cause in Australia and her Board,
to carry forward the important teaching work now engaged in.
The Guardian sends you his loving Greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

P.S. Please let me know when the money is received. Perhaps it has already
come to hand. If so, let me know, please.

24 September 1956

Eric Bowes

Dear Baha’i Brother,

The beloved Guardian has received your letter of August 13th, and has
instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

With regard to the record of your address, this is not something the
Guardian could make use of, nor the copy of the talk nor the Children’s Story.
He just has no time, alas, for such details. He does thank you however for your
loving offer to have these made and sent to him.

Your activity in teaching the Faith pleases him, and he urges you to
persevere in your meritorious labours.

The Guardian feels you should ask the National Spiritual Assembly as to
the wisdom of using the word “Politics” in a title for a talk, as they are the
best advisors.

He reads the “Herald of the South” with interest, and appreciates your
services in this field.

The Bahd’is must not fear the future: but should continue to live normal
lives, but at the same time determinedly labour for the rapid expansion and
consolidation of the Faith so dear to their hearts, and so greatly needed
by mankind.

With warm Bahd’1 greetings,

R. Rabbani
May the Almighty bless your meritorious efforts, guide & sustain you always &
enable you to extend the range of your valued activities,

Your true brother,
Shoghi
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24 September 1956 [Papua New Guinea]
Miss Violet Hoehnke

Dear Bahd’i Sister:

This is just a brief note to acknowledge on behalf of the beloved Guardian
your letter to him of August 16th, and to tell you the correction you mention
has been noted.

He hopes, wherever you may be located, you will be guided and assisted in
your efforts to bring other souls into the Faith, and assures you of his prayers.

With Baha’{ greetings,
R. Rabbani

Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

30 October 1956
Mrs. Mariette G. Bolton, 40 Clinton Street, Orange. N.S.W. Australia

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

The beloved Guardian has received your two letters of September 22nd.
with enclosure, and has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

He believes it would be better if you would make your plans regarding
New Zealand in consultation with the National Spiritual Assembly. He fully
approves of your visiting N.Z.

He assures you he deeply appreciates your many devoted services, and
remembers you in his loving prayers.

With warm Bahd’i greetings,
R. Rabbani

P.S. Your letter of April 15th. was also received and he was very pleased to
see you had been instrumental in attracting many new people to the Faith.
Regarding your question it is much better for the friends to give up saying
“Amen” as it is a purely Christian custom and associated with the church. He
assures you the work you accomplished in New Zealand is highly meritorious.

May the Beloved, whose Faith you have served and are serving with such
splendid perseverance, exemplary devotion and love, abundantly reward you for
your manifold and historic accomplishments, and enable you to win still greater
victories in the days to come,

Your true brother,
Shoghi
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5 November 1956 [Bill Washington]
PERMITTED FIRST WEEK JANUARY

12 November 1956
Mrs. Clara Dunn

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

The beloved Guardian has directed me to write you concerning the
contribution which he made to the Australian Continental Fund, which Miss
Perks, in her letter to me of October 22nd, advises has not reached you.

This matter is being looked into at once, and it is hoped it will reach
you shortly.

The Guardian thinks of you often, and of your dear husband, and the
wonderful work done by him and you, in that far off land. From on high he
is watching the work as it proceeds, rejoicing in the increasing victories of the
Friends in Australia and New Zealand.

The Guardian assures you of his prayers in your behalf. He sends you his
loving Greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

30 November 1956
Mr H. Collis Featherstone

Dear Baha’i Brother:

Your loving letter of September 21st was duly received, and its contents
presented to the beloved Guardian.

He has carefully reviewed the matter, and feels it would be a mistake to
have any publicity concerning our activities in the South Seas, no matter
how favourable.

Our numbers are few, and the Faith weak in most areas. To turn the public
eye on our activities would bring friends, as well as enemies. However, the
enemies, who would be strongly entrenched, could make it very difficult
for our pioneers and the new Bahd’is. Thus, the Guardian feels it would be
highly inadvisable for an article to be printed in the Pacific Islands Monthly at
this time. He hopes you can explain the matter in such a way as to retain the
friendship of Mr. Maude.”

The Guardian sends you his loving Greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

37 Harry Maude, eminent Pacific Islands’ historian.

450



TO INSTITUTIONS, GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS

3 December 1956 [Rolf Schiller]
WELCOME PILGRIMAGE FIRST WEEK JANUARY

5 December 1956
Miss Thelma Perks

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

Your loving letter of November 22nd written on behalf of Mrs. Dunn was
duly received.

The Guardian is happy to learn that the funds he sent for the Continental
Fund were received by Mrs. Dunn.

The Guardian asks that you give Mrs. Dunn his love, and assures her of his
prayers in her behalf.

He likewise prays for you, for your work. He hopes you may be the means of
bringing eternal life to many seeking souls.

With loving Bahd’i Greetings, I am,
Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

6 December 1956 [Gilbert & Ellice Islands]
Mrs. Roy Fernie

Dear Baha’i Sister:

The letters you forwarded with your note brought great happiness to our
beloved Guardian’s heart, and enclosed you will find two answers.

I trust I have understood correctly that, although the letter of Kokoria
and Tokarake is in the singular, two people are involved? In any case I have
addressed it in the plural, - perhaps you will explain the difficulty if I have
been wrong.

The Guardian hopes that Mrs. Frances Heller will be able to carry on the
work that you have initiated there. It is going to be very difficult for the local
Bahd’is to transfer their affections from you and your dear husband to a new
pioneer, however worthy she may be. He urges you to try and get your husband
back into the Islands, if at all possible, so that you can continue serving there
together, rather than both leaving.

He will pray for your success in the Holy Shrines, and deeply appreciates
the wonderful work you have accomplished.

With warm Bahd’i love,
R. Rabbani
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May the Almighty reward you abundantly for your exemplary & historic
accomplishments in the service of His Faith, & assuring you of my loving &
fervent prayers for your success & spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,
Shoghi

6 December 1956 [Gilbert & Ellice Islands]
Kokoria and Tokarake

Dear Baha’i Friends:

Your letter of October 14th was received with the translation enclosed, and
the beloved Guardian was very happy to hear from you.

He was particularly glad to know that you are going to answer the call of
the Bahd’is in Samoa, and arise to assist them in spreading this glorious Faith
there. There is no doubt that, although the European and American Baha’{
teachers have exerted a great influence in the Pacific Islands and carried the
Message of God to those distant parts, the work in the future must go forward
through the efforts of the Pacific Islanders themselves.

He hopes that you will be richly blessed in your work to promote the Cause
of God, and he assures you of his prayers for your success in the Holy Shrines.

With warm Bahd’i love,

R. Rabbani
May the Almighty bless, guide & sustain you, ¢ enable you to promote the best
interests of His Faith,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

28 December 1956 [Yerrinbool Summer School]

ASSURE ATTENDANTS SCHOOL LOVING FERVENT PRAYERS DEEPLY
APPRECIATE RESOLVE URGE PERSEVERANCE

1 January 1957 [New Zealand Summer School]

ASSURE ATTENDANTS LOVING FERVENT PRAYERS URGE CONCENTRATION
OBJECTIVES PLAN DEEPEST APPRECIATION SHOGHI

11 January 1957 [Brisbane Bahd’is]
DELIGHTED ASSURE LOVING PRAYERS
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15 February 1957 [New Caledonia]
Mr. Shapoor Soheili

Dear Baha’i Brother:

The loving contribution which you made to the International Fund,
through Mr. P. Meade Almond, is greatly appreciated, and the Guardian has
directed me to acknowledge it on his behalf. Receipt is enclosed.

The Guardian wishes you to know how much he values your devoted and
self-sacrificing services to the Cause of God. He prays that your teaching
efforts in that important land will be confirmed and many seeking souls find
eternal life through your selfless efforts.

New Caledonia is a very important center, and he hopes there may be many
strong Bahd’{s, and Baha’i centers in that land.

He will pray for you, and for the success of your work. He sends his
loving Greetings.

Faithfully yours,
Leroy Ioas

17 January 1957 [Society Islands]
ASSURE LOVING FERVENT PRAYERS ADMIRE SERVICES

3 March 1957 [Peggy and Stephan Chorvat]
Mr. and Mrs Stephan Chorvat, and Nuri

Dear Baha’i Friends:

Your letter of February 10th with enclosures has been received by the
beloved Guardian, and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf, and
to thank you for the photographs.

He was very happy to hear that you are Czechoslovakian, and that you were
able to hear of the Cause in your native land. It would indeed be rendering
a great service if you could visit that country again, and with discretion and
wisdom do some teaching work.

Unfortunately he has not time to go into such detailed questions as you
have asked. He has so many pilgrims and so much correspondence, as well
as managing the administrative affairs of the Faith at its World Centre, that
it is impossible for him anymore to go into detailed explanations. He would
suggest that you refer your questions to some of the Bahd’is in Australia who
are well-grounded in the Teachings, and discuss them with them. As you
acquire a deeper knowledge of the Teachings, and read, yourself, and study
more, you will find that most of these are no longer questions at all for you, but
are clear. He would suggest also you read “Some Answered Questions”.
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One thing he can assure you however is that there is nothing in the Bahd’i
Faith about flying saucers.

He is happy to see that you are associating with the believers, teaching the
Faith, and corresponding with Vuk Echtner - a most devoted Baha’i. In all of
these ways you can truly help the Faith, and he wishes you every success, and
assures you he will pray for your success in the Holy Shrines.

With warmest greetings,
R. Rabbani

Assuring you of my loving prayers for your success and spiritual advancement,

Your true brother,

Shoghi

3 March 1957 [Papua New Guinea]
Miss Violet Hoehnke

Dear Baha’i Sister:

Your letter of February 13th has been received by the beloved Guardian,
and he has instructed me to answer you on his behalf.

As regards the questions you asked: Under no circumstances should
Bahd’is drink. It is so unambiguously forbidden in the Tablets of Bahd'uw’lldh,
that there is no excuse for them, even touching it in the form of a toast, or in a
burning plum pudding; in fact, in any way.

There is no reason why a Bahd’i may not serve some alcoholic refreshments
to their guests, if they feel sincerely that this will further their teaching work.
If they can obtain their objectives without doing so, it would be better; but we
don’t want to give people the impression that we are peculiar in every way.

He is delighted that you are becoming known and respected in the
community, and he will certainly pray that you may begin to see the reward of
your patience in the form of new believers.

With warm Bahd’{ love,
R. Rabbani

May the Almighty bless your highly meritorious efforts, guide & sustain you
always, reward you for your historic accomplishments, & enable you to enrich
the record of your unforgettable services,

Your true brother,
Shoghi
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18 March 1957 [Papua New Guinea]
Violet Hoehnke

Dear Bahd’i Sister:

The beloved Guardian has instructed me to write and thank you for your
loving Naw-Ruz greeting, which he appreciated receiving.

He is very proud of the work you are accomplishing there in conjunction
with the other Bahd’is in that area, and assures you he prays for you all in the
Holy Shrines,

With warmest Baha’i greetings,
R. Rabbani

3 April 1957 [Virginia Breaks, Caroline Islands]
PERMITTED NEXT JANUARY

4 April 1957
Mrs. Clara Dunn

Dear Bahd’{ Sister:

At the instruction of our beloved Guardian, I am sending you the enclosed
Message for you to read on his behalf at the New Zealand Convention, and
then turn over to the new New Zealand National Spiritual Assembly for
their files.

Dr. Giachary will be mailing you direct from Rome, where they have
been made up, two albums, showing the Holy Places, Baha’{ Temples and
Haziratu’l-Quds. These are a gift of the Guardian to the incoming National
Spiritual Assembly and the New Zealand Community. Please share them
with the friends at the Convention, and then give them to the National
Spiritual Assembly.

You will also be receiving some attar of rose, with which the Guardian
would like you to anoint the friends who attend the Convention.

You may be sure his loving prayers will be sustaining you on this historic
occasion, and one, the joy of which no doubt dear Father Dunn is sharing with
you in the other world.

With warm Bahd’{ love,
Rahiyyih
4 April 1957 [New Zealand Convention]

I share with the assembled delegates, gathered to elect, on this historic
occasion, the second National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd’is of the
Antipodes, the feelings of profound satisfaction and gratitude to Bahd'w’lldh
evoked by this epoch-making event in the evolution of His Faith in that far-
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